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 CLEQMELTA:; 


OR THE 


GERN EROUS MISTRESs. 


N E-,g/iſh Merchant, to be known 
br the Name of Maleverture, ha- 
7. ving been, by great Loſſes at 
| C 1 Sea, and imprudent Management 
at Home, reduc'd to very great 
Straits, reſolv'd to ſeek in foreign 

: — Climates that Repoſe which the 
daily Inſults of the more Proſperous deny d him 
here. Bengall was repreſented to him as a Place 
which * be advantageous to him, and having 
formerly had ſome Dealings with the Factory 
there, was that which he made Choice of. 
His Family at that Time conſiſted of a Wife and 
little Son, whom with himſelf he remov'd thi- 

ther in as handſome a manner as his Circum- . 

ſtances would admit. But alas! he found that 
Change of Situation had made bur little Altera» 
tion in his manner of Life; he continued to eat the 
Bread of Carefulneſs, and if his Gains encreas'd, 
his Charge grew greater alſo; his Wife in a few. 
Years bringing him five more Children, four of 
which were Sons, and the youngeſt a Daughter. 
All that he had to conſole him amidſt the Fa- 
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ligues he labour d under to ſupport ſo numerous a 
Family, was, that the Diſtreſſes he was in were 


not ſeen by them among whom he was known 
in a better State, and that he was treated both by 


the Natives and thoſe of other Countries, who 


reſided there, with a Civility beyond what he 
could have expected from Strangers, or had 
found in England ſince his Misfortunes, from 
thoſe who had been of his moſt intimate Ac- 


 - quaintance, or even had receiv'd the greateſt Ob- 


ligations from him. His Induſtry however ſuc- 
ceeded ſo well, that his Affairs grew every Day 


rather better than worſe ; and tho he could not 


be ſaid to have an Affluence, yet was there no 
Scarcity to be ſeen of any Thing that was need- 
ful about him. His Sons becoming of an Age 
which requir'd the-Embelliſhments of Learning, 
he ſent to England for the Advantage of their E- 


ducation in the Mathematicks, and other uſeful 


Accompliſhments; but his Daughter he kept at 


Home under the Care of her Mother, with whom _ 


he knew ſhe could be taught as much as was ne- 


5 ceſſary for a Perſon of her Sex to be inſtructed in. 
He began now indeed to taſt ſomething of the 


Sweets of Contentment; his Spirit beings by De- 
grees brought to that Reſignation which all Men 


ought to have to the Will of Heaven, he look'd on ĩt 
as a Bleſſing, that he had the Power of bringing up 


his Family in ſuch a Manner as might enable them 
hereafter to acquire Wealth, ſince he had none to 


leave them. In fine, he ſupported the want of 


thoſe Things which were deny'd him, in the 
Conſideration of thoſe he was permitted to en- 
joy, and receiving thankfully the preſent, repin'd 
not at the paſt, nor was anxious for the future. 


1Igꝑn this tranquil Diſpoſition of Mind did his 
Wife leave him, ſummon'd by that Call, 


which no Mortal is able to reſiſt: As —— 
; KR. iy 


f 


f 


Friend. 


(3) 

liv'd for many Years in the moſt unalterable Af- 
fection with each other, he was extremely afflicted 
atherDeath ; but the Beauty and ſweet Behaviour 
of the young Cleomelia, fo was his Daughter call'd, 
was of infinite Service to conſole him in this 
Misfortune ; ſhe was now arriv'd at the Age of 
Fourteen; and the Arguments ſhe made uſe of to 
make him eaſy under this: Calamity, her per- 
fe& Obedience, Study to pleaſe him, and Pene- 


tration in diſcovering what would moſt do ſo, 
made him ſee that if Heaven had depriv'd him 


of one Comfort, it had beſtow'd on him ano- 


ther, and that in a greater Meaſure than he could 


have expected ; her Modeſty and Silence having 
till this unhappy Occaſion never given him the 
Opportunity of knowing what a Treaſure he was 
Maſter of. — He now found her capable of be- 
ing his Companion, Houſe;keeper, and to officiate 
in all the Dutics of aServant, a' Danghter, and a 


| Theſe good Qualities, join'd with her perſonal 
perfections, render'd her not only extremely dear 
to her Father, but alſo gain'd her the Admiration 


of as many as were Witneſſes of her Behaviour; 
the Wit, the Beauty, the good Humour, and Vir- 


tue of Cleomelia was the Diſcourſe of the whole 


Engliſb Factory, and tho every one was ſenſible how 


little Malawenture was able to do for her in the 


Point of Wealth, yet the richeſt among them 


thought her a ſit Match for the Heir of their Poſſeſ- 
ſions. Among the Number of thoſe who ſollici- 
ted her Father on this Score was Heartlove, a Man 


of great Credit and Reputation, and who having 


but one Son, had taken Care to have him edu- 
cated in a manner ſuch as might have pleas d 
the moſt elegant Taſte. Mala venture, tho he took 
an infinite Pleaſure in the Society of his amiable 
Daughter, would gladly have conſented to part 
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5 thought with Hudibraſs, 


ter of . Malawventure, he conceiv'd the utmoſt 
dain at it, and forbid the young Gentleman on 


(4) 


with her in a way ſo adyantageous to herſelf: 


He therefore promis'd the old Gentleman, that he 


would ſpeak to Cleomelia, and added withal, that 


he\ doubred not but that ſhe would receive the 
Propoſal with as much Satisfaction as: was con- 


ſiſtent with the Modeſty of her Sex, and in that 
Confidence invited young Heartlove to his Houle, 


thar he might have an Opportunity of pleading 


of his own Cauſe. _ | 
Bur how early do we learn to be Hypocrites, 
when once Love's ſoft Enchantments have ſeiz d 
our tender Hearts: Young as Cleomelia was, ſhe had 
already felt the Force of the gane God, and 
y from her 


had the Artifice to conceal it, not on 
Father, but the whole World. There had for 


ſome time reſided at Bengall a Gentleman to whom 


we ſhall give the Name of Favonius; he was 
every way the Reverſe of Heartlove; the one 


eſteem'd the Virtues of the Mind above the Gods 


of Fortune, thought himſelf happy in the Hope 
of obtaining for his Son, a Woman of ſo much 
Diſcretion and Management as Cleomelia without 
any other Dowry than her good Qualities. The 
other center'd his whole Deſires in Wealth, and 


| © Thhat's the worth of any thing 
But ſo much Money as twill bring. 


and tho he had 2 numerous Family of Chil- 


dren, and far inferior in Riches to Heartlove, yet 
having perceiv'd an Inclination ind aper, the elder 


of his Sons, to make his Addreſſes to the gh 


pain of his eternal Curſe, ever to think on her 


in that manner: But little da. Children regard 
the Remonſtrances of their Parents When Love 


2% 


il. 
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js in the queſtion, Gaſper was truly charnyd wit 
Cleomelia, and all that his Father cqu'd alledge 


-” was tod weak to contend with his more powerful 


Paſſion; he had acquainted her with the Influence 
ſhe had on him, and he continu'd to give her 
all the Proofs of it he was able in the Privacy 
with which he was canſtrain'd to behave: They 
were ſuch however as engag'd a Return from her 
the moſt tender that a virtuous Maid cou'd pay ; 
and tho in her Moments of Reflection ſhe cou'd 
promiſe herſelf nothing in this clandeſtine A- 
mour but a continued Series of Fears and In- 
quietudes, yet were thoſe very Anxieties a 
Pleaſure when endur'd for him, and ſhe thought 
it a greater Glory to dye Gafper's, than to live 
with any other Man in all that Splendor which 
the World calls Happineſs. — He not daring 
to viſit her at Home, ſhe Had condeſcended 
frequently to give him a Meeting at the Houſe 
of a particular Friend, who was privy to the 
Affair, and on whoſe Fidelity both of them re- 
ly'd. The Converſation with which they enter⸗ 
cain'd each other was moutnfully render; ſhe 


ſometimes told him, that tho' ſhe cou'd without 


Murmuring at her Fate reſolve to live for ever 
unmarried for his Sake, yet ſhe cou'd not be 
Content that he ſhou'd neglect all the Opportuni- 
ties he might have of makthg his Fortune ; —— 
forget me Gaſper, wou'd ſhe ſay, and transfer 
thole Affections with which you honour me to 
ſome more worthy Object. Some one with 
whom you may be happy both in Love and 
Intereſt ; my adverſe Fate will ſuffer no ſuch 
hope; tis enough therefore that one of us is 
wretched, —— Wretched did I ſay, I meant 
it not, I cannot be ſo when I hear my Gaſpar 
bleſt. But Gaſper, then anſwers he, muſt be 
the moſt curs'd of all bis Sex, the molt undone. 
1 „ an 


and loſt without his Cleome lia. No, no, 
my Angel! think not I have ſo poor a Taſte of 
Happineſs, as to think Riches a Compenſation 
for my want of thee — Tis thou that makeſt 
the Sum of all my Wiſhes, my Hopes; my Fears, 
are center'd all in thee, thou beſt, thou only 
Object of my deſiring Soul. 25 | 
It was the Moment ſhe return'd from one of 
theſe dear, pleaſing, painful Interviews, that Ma- 
laventure Communicated to her the Propoſal juſt 
then made him by Heurtlove: In what a Diſpoſi- 
tion ſhe was in to receive it, the Reader will 
eaſily imagine without my Information: She 
conceal'd her Diſlike, however, with as much 
Cunning as ſhe had done her Love, and only 
telling her Father that if he ſo thought fit, ſhe. 
cou'd be much better contented to remain in a 
ſingle State, made him conclude the little Plea- 
ſure ſhe expreſs'd at being belov'd by a Man of 
ſo ſuperiora Fortune and great Accompliſhments, - 
was owing either to her affectionate Duty for. 
him, or to the natural Reſerve of her Humour s 
both which he had often obſerv'd had been ex- 
traordinary in a Perſon of her Years : He there- 
fore let himſelf to argue with her of how great 
an Advantage ſuch”a Match would be; that if 
ſhe refus'd this Offer, ſhe might probably never 
have ſuch another in her whole Life ; and that 
no Conlideration of himſelf ſhou'd impede her 
_ conſenting to it, he aſſured her that as he grew 
old, and cou'd nor expect to continue lon 
in this World, nothing cou'd make him quit it 
with ſo much Reſignation as the Thoughts that 
he had left her happily provided for and ſettled. 
To his Commands he joyn'd Entreaties alſo, 
that when young Heartlove made his Addreſſes. 
to her, ſhe wou'd receive them as from a Man 
whom ſhe intended ſhou'd be her Husband. —4 | 
. only 


I 
only that Obedience ſhe had accuſtom'd herſelf 
to pay to the Will of her Father in every thing, 
but likewiſe a certain Punctilio, rais'd by an Ex- 
ceſs of Tenderneſs to Gaſper that Moment in her 
Soul, made her promiſe to do as was requir'd of 


her. — Suppoſe, ſaid ſhe within herſelf, 1 ſhou'd 


reſolve to throw myſelf into the Arms of Heartlove, 
and by that Means cure Gaſper of a Paſſion which 
my Reaſon tells me muſt be vain, wou'd it not 
be a nobler Teſtimony of my Love than any I 


cou'd give? —— By acting thus, I obey my 


Father, free Gaſper from the Fears of Favonius'8 
Diſpleaſure, —1 put it paſt even my own Power 
of yielding to accept . thoſe: Demonſtrations of 
his Affection which cannot but bring Ruin on 


him. —lt is my own Peace of Mind alone that 


I deſtroy, and I ought to refuſe nothing for 
him who wou'd ſacrifice all for me. 
In this Reſolution, ſhe behav'd to young Heart- 
love in ſuch a manner as highly ſatisfied this 
pailionate Lover; ſhe permitted him to viſit her 
every Day, and if ſhe diſcover'd no Tokens of the 
Tenderneſs he endeavour'd to inſpire, ſhe diſſem- 
bled ſo much Contentment at the Proofs he gave 
of his, that he had not the leaſt Cauſe to doubt but 
that a little Time wou'd make her as abſolutely a 
Lover as he cou'd wiſh 5 
Nothing of this Nature can be tranſacted with» 
out occaliuning ſome Diſcourſe among the Ac- 
quaintance of both Parties, and as neither 4a - 
| laventure nor Heartlove had any Reaſon for con- 
cealing their Deſigns, nothing was more univer- 
ſally talk'd of than the Love of theſe young peo- 
ple, and their intended Marriage, Geſper, whoſe 
Palſion for Cleomelia had been no Secret, was in- 
form'd of it with all thoſe tormenting Additions 
Which People are apt to make when they relate 
any thing, eſpecially when they know how deep- 


ly 


ly the Perſon who liſtens is infereſted in the Af- 
fair Never was Amazement, never was Diſpair 
ſuperior to that of this diſtracted Lover; he had 
thought himſelf ſo ſecure of the Aﬀections of 
Cleomelia, that nothing coud have eftrang'd them 
from him, and at firſt ſcarce gave Credit to the 
News ; but when from different Mouths he heard 
the ſame Report confitm'd, and that there was no 
longer Room to flatter himſelf with the Opinion 
of her Sincerity, Madneſs was mean to the worſe 
Horrors of his aching Brain —. Sometimes difpi- 
ſing all Conſiderations of his Father's Rage at the 
Difcovery how far he had proceeded with Cleome- 
lia, he was for going to the Houſe of Mala ven- 
ture, and openly reproach her Falſhood and Incon- 
ſtancy — Sometimes he was for ſending a Chal- 
lenge to his Rival, and ſeem'd reſolute to make 
him yield his Pretenſions, or by his own Death 
leave him in free Poſſeſſion of them— But both 
theſe Intentions being . — but by the Vio- 
lence of a ſuddenPallion,he ſubmitted to the cooler 
Remonſtrance of Reaſon, which told him how un- 
adviſed it wou'd be to proceed to either of theſe 
Extremes, till he had firſt ſpoken in private to 
Cleomelia, and that it wou'd be time enough to 
have recourſe to Revenge after he had heard 
what Motives had induc'd her to ſo ſtrange an 
Alteration: He therefore took Pen and Paper, 
and wrote to her in the following Manner, 


To the moſt cruel, moſt inconſtant and maſt 
ungrateful of her Sex, yet ſtill too much be. 
loved, too charming CLEOMELIA, 


" T HAT all theſe Epithets are your Due, 
* your late Behaviour, and my continuing 
to avow a Tenderneſs after the Knowledge of 
« it, ĩs too ſad a Demonſtration Yet how i cult 

N Was 
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t as it for me to believe you falſe ! Heavens 
s how long did my fond Heart ſtruggle cer it 
& wou'd receive the dreadful Truth — I oppos'd 
_* Reaſon, and ſuſpected the Teſtimonies of thoſe 
* .moſt worthy of Belief; my Love {till repreſen- 
* ted 'twas impoſſible that Cleomelia e' er cou'd 
* change; that Cleomelia, who has ſo often ſwore 
* her Gaſper ſhou'd be ever dearer to her Soul 
„than Life, than Health, Ambition, than all that 
* can ＋ wiſh'd or fought on Earth — But oh ! 
| e Hope-inſpiring Dictates all are huſh'd, 
* and black Detection now ſupplies their Place 
* —-Can'ſt thou deny that thou haſt not encou- 
e raged a Rival's ExpeQations——— Does not 
% Heartlove triumph over the abandon'd Gaſper ? 
e Yes, Yes, he does, nor haſt thou ought to offer 
« in Contradiction to the World's Report. 
am too ſure undone, and thou perfidious — 
* But do not think that I will tamely bear it; — 
No, fair Apoſtate | no, tis by my Death alone 
* that he can ſecure himſelf the Poſſeſſion of thoſe 
% Joys to which I have a prior Claim, —a 
« Claim which to the lateſt Moments of my Life 
will maintain——— Hearthwe or Gaſper ſhall 
* in a few Hours fall the Sacrifice of petjur'd 
5 Beauty and Tenderneſs abus'd =— This 1s the 
% fix'd Reſolution of my Soul, and can only be 
« delay'd-by your meeting me at the uſual Ren- 
s dezvous, and givin me ſome Shadow at lealt 
ti of a Reaſon for what you have done. 
l wow'd know from your own Mouth in what 
* my Rival merits more than I—If you can 
* convince me, that your Change is juſt, I may 
" 2 turn all my Vengeance on my own 
3 Inworthineſs, and ye, to leave you in a Tran- 
„ quility, which, while living, it will not be in 
* my Power to reſtrain myſelf from diſturbing 
*. > Write to me, but feign not an Excule for 
3 B' * denying 


. 

* denying me the defir'd Meeting — Remem- 
* ber that nothing elſe will be a Ranſom for 
* your new Lover's Life, or ſatisfy the injur'd 

x GASPER. 

« If Ireceive not an immediate Anſwer, my Pen 

« at the Return of my Meſſenger ſhall be em- 
* ploy'd to Heartlove, in a Billet of a different 
Nature. Adieu dear, lovely, cruel Deſtroyer 
* of my eternal Peace, and Ruin of my Soul. 

What became of Cleomelia at the Receipt of this! 
Gaſper was by Nature tender, gentle, and obli- 
ging, and ſhe knew ſuch a Letter as this cou'd be 
only the Effects of the utmoſt Deſparation — She 
doubred not of the Sincerity of his Affections, 
| yet believed not the Loſs of his Hopes wou'd have 
made him have Recourſe to Revenge — Never 
was Woman in greater Perplexity in what Man- 
ner ſhe ſhou'd anſwer; ſhe fear'd the Strength of 
her own Reſolution in his Preſence, yet dreaded 
the fatal Conſequence of her Abſence=—Fain 
wou'd ſhe have delay'd ſeeing him, till by being 
really the Wife of Heartlove, ſhe had put it out of 
her Power to obey the Dictates of her Love, but 
durſt not hazard the Effects of a Deſpair which 
appear'd ſo ungovernable --- She reſolv'd there- 
fore, at laſt, rather to truſt herſelf than him, and 
being reminded by the Meſſenger that his Mafter 
had orderd him to be ſpeedy in his Return, far 
down and wrote him an Anſwer in this Manner, 


* 


To the moſt deſerving but unjuſt GASPER. 


ny 1 not at your Reproaches, tho' I am 
I not guilty of having done any Thing to 
* merit them —- I love you Gaſper much more 
* than you can be ſenſible of by any Thing I can 
_ * ſay; Deeds ſhall therefore prove the Truth of 
my Affection — Were I in Reality as criminal 
5 | : "i 


n 


eas you ſeem to think, you cou'd not lay a Pu- 
«* niſhment more ſevere upon me than this Inter- 
* view will afford; Shame wou'd then ſufficient- 
* ly be my Tor mentor; but as I have never ſwerv'd 
one Moment even in Thought from that in- 
 * deliable Tenderneſs I have vow'd; as I have 
* loved, and ſtill do love you with the extremeſt 
** Paſſjon that a Soul is capable of feeling, how 
terrible is it for me to ſee you, and tell you I 
* muſt do ſo no more—Be ſo good to ſpare 
me the Pain of ſpeaking, and let Thought in- 
form you why I proceed in this Manner 
* I will however obey your cruel Summons 
. You ſhall find me at the appointed Place 
e this Evening about Five Oh how ſhocking 
* to all my ſofter Sentiments are the Apprehen- 
« fions of this Tryal, yet it muſt be endur'd— 
you will have it ſo, and there is no other way 
e to make you ſenſible of the Love and Reſolu- 
tion of the unhappy 
CLEOMELIA, 


Never was any Enigma more difficult to be ex- 
plain'd than this Letter was by the impatient 
Gaſper; it ſeem'd to him to contain Incongruities 
which con'd no way be reconciled — To tell 
him that ſhe loved him with fo inviolable and 
extreme a Tenderneſs, and at the ſame time tell 
him that ſhe muſt ſee him no more, appear'd to 
be Things incompatible —— She had nothing to 
alledge in the Behalf of her Conſtancy and the Re- 
alicy of what ſhe ſaid, but that Duty was oppoſed 
to Love, and it was in-Obedience to her Father 
ſhe encourag'd the Addreſſes of his Rival 
But of this they had before debated, and-the had 
often aſſur'd him that no Compulſion ſhou'd ob- 
lige her to give her Hand where ſhe cou'd not 
allo give her Heart The more he 1 ; 
ö 25 = > & | the 


Meeting 


4 
the more myſterious he found her Meaning; and 
Conjecture was wholly at a loſs; ———He was 
therefore compell'd to wait the unfolding this 
Riddle '*rill he ſhou'd ſee the Perſon who alone 


had Power to do it; but with what Degree of 
Patience he did fo, let any one who loves be 


Judge. 


The long' d-for Hour, in which Cleomelia had 
rromis'd to meet him, drew near, and *tis not 
ro be believ'd that he waited till the Clock had 
ſtruck ; he prevented the Time, and was at the 
Houſe where he expected her ſome Moments be- 
fore ſhe came: But when he ſaw her enter, where 
i; the Pen that can as it deſerves deſcribe their 
A Rage-mix'd Tenderneſs dif- 
fus'd itielf through all his Air, and a fix'd Melan- 
cholly, a ſad Serenity far on her every Feature. 
——— Silent a-while they ſtood, each waiting till 


the other ſhou'd begin, or kept from ſpeaking by 
the various Agitations of their tumultuous Souls: 


But Love and Fondneſs getting at laſt the 


better of all other Emotions in the Mind of the 
enamour'd Gaſper, he advanced towards her, and 


raking her in his Arms, and preſling her with all 
the Eagerneſs of ſoft Deſire; Oh why! cry'd he, 
why Cleomelia, haſt thou treated me in this Man- 
ner! Why, is it chat we meet thus mourn- 
fully? — Why do thy Eyes, whoſe kind enliven- 
ing Glances have uſed to chear my Soul, now 
wear a ſullen Cloud, the Badge of cold Indif- 
f-rence ? No Gaſper, anſwer'd the, with a deep 


Sigh, not of Indifference, but Love and Grief 


Such as befits my State, my ſad 2 


for Oh! I come, ſince you compel me to the cruel 
Task, to take my everlaſting Leave To beg 
you will forget me, —Baniſh me your Thoughts, 
as from this Moment I have reſolv'd to endeavour 
toloſe all Memory of you — She was — 
7 _ bur 


OCT 

but the Impatience of his Paſſion wou'd not fuf- 
fer him to hear her out. Confuſion ! interrupted . 
he, unlooſing her from his Embrace, and ſtarting 
wildly ſome Paces back, can'ſt thou avow thy 

Falſhood to my Face? Oh brand me nor, reſum'd 
ſhe, with ſo abhorr'd a Crime: It is not Falſ- 
hood nor Levity of Nature, nor Indifference, but 
| Exceſs of Love, Exceſs of Love for Gaſper, makes 

me denounce thoſe dear Delights his Kindneſs 
yielded, quit all the Heaven of rewarded Tender- 
neſs, and give myſelf where not one Grain of 
Inclination leads.—Thy Happineſs, far above 
my own I prize, and to reſtore that Heart I have 
not the Power to bleſs, will put an End at once 
to Fears, and Hopes, and all numberleſs Perplexi- 
ies which attend a Paſſion ſuch as ours when 
croſs'd by Fate, I have determin'd to marry Heart- 
love. Death and Hell, rejoyn'd He, wholly un- 
able to contain himſelf, was there ever any thing 
like this! Where haſt thou learnt the Arr, 
fair treacherous Sophiſter! in Words fo ſoft to 
' wrap a Tale of ſuch an unmatch'd Horror! — 
Thinkſ thou I can believe thee is it the 
Effects of Love to inflict Tortures, ſuch as I ſuſtain, 
to damn me paſt all Poſſibility of Hope, and bleſs 
my Rival —— by Heaven thou art all Hypocri - 
| ſy, all Artifice, and I have been impos'd on by 
my good Opinion of thy Virtues — bur now 
I fee through all thy baſe Deſigns — Mercenary, 
cruel Woman! had Fawonius confented to ſmile 
upon our Love, thou hadſt been conſtant, and 
Heartlove ſigh'd in vain ; but he averſe to my 
Deſires, thou feareſt his Anger; and vers'd al- 
ready in the Maxims of the vile intereſted 
World, avoidſt a Husband who may perhaps 
be able to jointure thee in nothing bur his 


Heart, Oh! then no more prophane the 


Name of Love, but own thyſelf the Votary of 
„ wr Fortune, 


. ²˙ ät 
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Fortune. As he ſpoke theſe Words he walk'd 


haſtily backwards and forwards in the Room, 


his own diſtracted Agitations preventing him 


from obſerving the Effect which theſe upbraid- 


ings had work'd on her, and juſt as he had con- 
cluded them, oppreſt and ſuffocated with the 


ſtifled Paſſions, ſhe fell down in a Swoon on the . 


Floor. So unexpected a Sight, in a Moment 


turn'd him all to Tenderneſs and Pity ; he re- 


pented what he ſaid, and again believ'd her the 

moſt excellent of her Sex, — he endeavour'd 
to call back her fleeting Spirits with all the 
Words of ſoft Affection; but they being ineffectu · 
al, he roſe from her; cry'd out that ſhe was dead, 
that he had murder'd her, and had certainly re- 
veng'd her ſeeming Death by inflicting a real 


one on himſelf, if the Noiſe he made had 


not brought the People of the Houſe to the 
Relief of both ; juſt as he was on the Point 


of falling on his Sword, they diſarm'd him, 
and applying proper Remedies to her, ſoon 


brought her to herſelf, which as ſoon as ſhe 
was ; Cruel Gaſper, cry'd ſhe, looking pitifully 
im, how greatly have you wrong'd my Love 
and Truth, but me Death will in a little time 
make known, if it was for Gaſper or Heartlove 
I wiſh to live. A Torrent of Tears here ſtop'd the 
Paſlage of her Words, and the griev'd Lover fal- 
ling at her Feet, by that Action, as well as by the 


molt render Expreſſions, endeavour'd to convince 


her of his Penitence, and at the ſame time min- 
gled, with his Entreaties of Forgivenels, all the 


Arguments he was able to muſter up againſt hec 
| eren in her Reſolution of marrying Hart- 
0 


ve; aſſuring her, that if in Conſideration of her 
peace, he attempted nothing againſt her Husband, 
not all the World ſhould prevent km from lay. 


ing violent Hands on his own Life. He bound 


this 


tag?! 
this Aſſeveration with ſo many ſolemn Oaths, 
and had even in his very Rage diſcover'd ſo many 
Tokens of an unvanquiſhable Paſſion, that as 
Cleomelia had determin'd to marry Heartlove for 
no other Reaſon than to cure him of a hopeleſs 
Flame, ſhe now found it more requiſite for his 
Safety that ſhe ſhould alter her Deſigns, and there- 
fore raiſing him with all the Endearments of a 
modeſt Tenderneſs, Since, my Gaſper, ſaid 
ſhe, you prefer a Life of lingering Impatience, a 
long Series of Fears and Troubles, ſweetned only 
by now and then a little Love, to that noble Free- 
dom which 1 wou'd have reſtor'd you to, tho 
at the Expence of my own eternal Miſery, you 
ſhall have your Choice, I will diſcard Heartlove, 
| liſten to the Sounds of Love from no other Voice 
but yours, and wait with Patience till the Stars 
| ſhall decree ſome happy Revolution in our Fate, 
and enable us to acknowledge the long hid Myſte» 
ry of our united Souls, The Tranſports of Joy with 
which he receiv'd this Condeſcention were pro- 
ortion'd to thoſe of Rage and Grief, which fill'd 
is Thoughts at her declaring the Contrary : But 
the firſt Violence of them being a little over, 
thoſe Doubts which are ever the Companions of a 
violent Affection, repreſented to him that perhaps 
ſhe had ſaid thus much only to appeaſe the preſent 
Storm of his Deſpair, that when they were parted 
ſhe might relapſe into her former Sentiments, or 
'  *twas poſlible, having proceeded ſo far with Hearts 
love, be compel'd by her Father to make good her 
Promiſe to him: He therefore inſiſted ona formal 
Contract, and aſſur'd her nothing could make 
him perfectly eaſy but that: She who had no- 
IF thing at Heart but the Deſire of pleaſing him 
cConſented; and the Perſon at whoſe Houle they 
| were, having ſome underſtanding in the Law, 
Was call'd in, and deſir' d to draw up an Obliga- 
| 90 tion 


CC 
tion between them both never to be but one 
anothers. It was accordingly done, and being 
ſign'd by each with their reſpe&ive Names, Cleo- 
melia never free from Fears for her dear Gaſper, 
entreated it might be kept in Cuſtody of the 
fame Gentleman who had wrote it, not know- 

ing, as ſhe ſaid, but ſome Accident might ex- 
pole it to Favonius, ſhould he keep it about him: 
Gaſper approv'd of this Advice, and deſir'd his 
Friend to put it ſafely up, which he having pro- 
mis'd to do, he withdrew, leaving the Lovers to 
entertain each other. V 
Of how encroaching a Nature is Love; the | 
more it obtains, the more it ſtill deſires, and 
never ſatisfy'd till in full Poſſeſſion of all the 
darling Object has to beſtow : Gaſper having per- 
ſwaded the Charmer of his Soul to acceed thus 
far to his Wiſhes, made uſe of all the Arguments 
his Paſſion and Eloquence could inſpire him with 
to make her yet more ſecurely his own: Iam, 
ſaid he, as much your Husband as Vows can 
make me; the Ceremony of the Church is the 7. 
leaſt Part, and that you know cannot be per- 
form'd in a Country where the Prieſts are roo 
{crupulous to do their Office without the Conſent 
of Parents; ſince the Delay is therefore not my 
Faulr, bur my Misfortune, why ſhould I be de- 
barr'd from thoſe Rights to which the Name of 
Husband gives me Claim ? — Why my charm- 
ing Wife ſhould you ſcruple to prove yourſelf 
mine by yielding that to Love and Inclination, 
which had you married Heartlove, you muſt 
have ſubmitred to through Duty? — All theſe 
Motives plead in my behalf, and tell you; 
that you muſt refuſe nothing to your Husband 
and your Lover. By ſuch kind Diſcourſes, 
join'd to more perſwaſive Excitements of Looks 
and Geſtures, ſhe was in a little time prevail'd on 
| 8 to 
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EP 
to be indeed a Wife, and the raptur'd Gaſper 
receiv'd a full Reward for all his paſt Diſquiets.— 
They paſt their Hours in mutual Endearments 
and renew'd Vows of an everlaſting Love, till 
the Decline of the Sun reminded Cleomelia ſhe 


ſhould be expected at Home; with an infinite 
Regret on both Sides did they Part, tho? ſoon to 
meet again; neither of their Deſires being ſuch 
as Poſſeſſion would abate, 

Cleomelia had now Leiſure to reflect on what 
ſhe had done, and the manner in which ſhe muſt 
proceed with Heartlove. The Love and Merits 
of her dear Gaſper made her eaſily abſolve her- 
ſelf for the Condeſcenſions ſhe had made him; 
but was very much troubled that ſne had en- 
courag'd the Addreſſes of the other, having no 
way to retract the obliging Things ſhe had ſaid 
to him, without appearing guilty of a Levity and 
Changeableneſs of Mind which ſhe was aſham'd 
of: But this was the leaſt of her Vexations; that 
young Gentleman in all his Actions had diſco- 


 vver'd ſo true and diſintereſted an Affection for 


her, that ſhe knew it was impoſſible to break off 
with him without driving him to a Deſpair, 
which ſhe had too much Gratitude and Gene- 
roſity in her Nature not to be fincerely afflicted. 
at: But the moſt co be dreaded of all the reſt, was 
that ſhe knew not what to ſay to her Father in 
Excuſe for this ſudden Alteration in her Humour; 
ſhe fear'd his Diſpleaſure, and indeed had too 
much Love mingled with her Duty not to be ex- 
tremely concern'd- at the Neceſſity of doing a 
Thing, at which ſhe knew he would be as much 
griev'd as offended, — Yet difficult as all theſe _ 
Things were, it was now impollible ro avoid 


them, ſhe mult appear what was molt the Reverſe 


of her Inclination, and be contented to endure 
the Character of light, inconſtant, 3 : 
CC - an 


( 18 ) 
and diſobedient; to Love ſhe had ſacrific'd all 
that elſe was dear to her, and in Love alone ſhe. 
could hope to be conſoled. x | 
She was the beſt Part of the Night debating 
within herſelf, whether ſhe ſhould firſt acquaint 

Heartlove or her Father with the Change of her 
Humour; ſhe fear'd, that if ſhe ſhould apply to 
the latter of them, entreating him to break the 
Matter ro the other, he would be ſo far from 
complying with her Deſires, that he would ra - 
ther lay a ſecond Command on her more ſtre- 
nuous than the firſt, never to harbour any other 
Thoughts than” thoſe of being his Wife; and if 
' the requeſted of the other to refrain his Viſits, 
and give over his Pretenſions, ſhe apprehended 
as bad a Conſequence from Complaints which he 
would probably make to Malaventure.— The 
Uncertainty what to do render'd her extremely 
dilquicted ; but at laſt the Generoſity and Sub- 
mimon With which Heartlove had always behav'd 
to her, put a Project into her Head which ſhe 
was reſolv'd to try the Succeſs of, thinking, that 
ff it faii'd, ſhe would yet be in no worſe a Condi- 
tion than ſhe was; and if it proſper'd, ſhe ſhould 
be cas'd of the moſt ſhocking Part of her Fears, 
that of incurring the Diſpleaſure of her Father. 
In purſuance of this Stratagem, early in the Morn- 
ing ſhe wrote to Heartlove in the following 
Manner, 1085 | 


To the moſt worthy H EARTLOYVE. 


STIR, 8 = 122 

AI is not unknown to you, that I at firſt en- 

*. courag'd your Pretenſions but in obedi- 

s ence tothe Commands of my Father; but you _ 
are yet to learn, that in ipite of your great Me- 
| ö „ its, 


_ © rhe ſame time to ask a Proof of your Love, 
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rits, you have not ſince been able to inſpire me 
with that juſt Senſibiliry of them I ought to have 


had, and ſhould certainly have confeſt, had not 


my Heart, (before you made an Offer of yours) 


been too deeply cngag'd, —Pity me; I would not 


be ungrateful for the Honour of your Affecti- 
ons, but am conſtrain'd to appear ſo, and at 


ſuch as perhaps no Woman ever did. — But it 
is the Confidence l have in your Generoſity 
which alone could give me Aſſurance to do 


«© it — Refrain your Viſits I befeech you, ſince | 


dare not take the Liberty of commanding it ; 
decline a Suit which for the Reaſons I have 
told you malt be vain, and muſt, if proſecuted, 
render me the molt miſerable Woman in the 
World. -I am certain you have too much De- 


licacy to be pleas'd with the enforc'd Poſſeiion 
of what moſt you with ; and as I never can be 


yours by Choice, be contented with the Aſſu- 


rance that you will not ſee me anothers, and 


endeavour not to add to my Misfortunes, by 


expoſing what I write co my Father — Let 


the breaking off the intended Match between 
us appear wholly on your Side; be fo good as 
to take on you the Character of Inconſtancy. 


rather than ſuffer me to labour under that of 
Ingratitude. —— In fine, relinquith me, leave 


me to myſelf, and I will efteem you, adore 
you, worſhip you as my Guardian Angel, do 
every thing but love you, and that 1s not in 


my Power. — I was not born to be ſo happy; 


pardon then, and commiſerate 
The Unfortunate . 
CLEOMELIA. 
< 2 „ 
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p. S. I entreat your ſpeedy Anſwer; my 


= 


c 
Return of my Meſſenger diſſipate ſome Part of 

4e it, if with the Love you have ſo often vow'd, 
« there be the leaſt Mixture of Friendſhip for 
„ Cleomelia. | 


Never did any Mind labour under Anxieties 
more ſevere, more perplex'd than did that of this 
unhappy Lady; ſhe knew that Heartlove lov'd her 
to all the Extremes of the moſt doating Paſlion, and 
could not tell how to think he would have more 
Government of his Paſſion than Gaſper had been 
Maſter of, — She began to prepare herſelf for 
all the Reproaches he could load her with, and 
was every. Moment expecting when ſhe ſhould 

fee him enter with a Reſentment, which ſhe 
could not have found in her Heart to have con- 
demn'd, tho! it had been the utter Deſtruction of 


her Deſigns: When the Perſon whom ſhe had 


ſent came back with a Letter in his Hand, which 
opening with a Mixture of Hope and Fear, ſhe 
found it contain'd theſe Lines. 5 


70 the cruel, but forever adoyable C L E o- 


M E 1 IA. 
« OU command my immediate Reply; 1 
« dare not, Madam but obey, tho' well 


you may believe a Letter, ſuch as this I have 


e receiv'd, muſt put mein a Condition little capa- 
e ble of doing it Good God ! how much 
„more ſevere eien than offended Heaven, is 
the Puniſhment you lay on me, for having 
« entertained Hopes too preſuming.—The Man 
* that's ſentenc'd to the Rack, is not oblig'd to 
* ſtrain the Cords himſelf which crack his 
op. | N *rortur'd 


Soul is all in Confuſion and Diſtraction; let the 
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« tortur'd Nerves, The very damn'd hold 


* not themſelves the avenging Whips which 
* laſh their Crimes, ———: But I am doom'd 
** at once to loſe my Paradiſe, and to ſeem pleas'd. 


** With Ruin. — Oh can I renounce thoſe glori- 


* ous Hopes to which you haverais'd me, S eem 


„to avoid what I would hazard ten Thouſand 
Lives to gain — Appear an Apoſtate where I 
* ſhould die a Martyr, can it be pollible! =— Yes, 
all things are to Love like mine; if I cannot 
obtain Cleomelia, I will teſtify that I deſerve 
her. Let the World blame or laugh at my 
ſuppos'd Stupidity and Inconſtancy, I prize 
your Peace at a much greater Rare rhan all 
that can befal myſelf. -— What I ſhall ſay to 
_* excuſe my ſeeming Baſeneſs to your Father, 
„, or my own, as yet, I know not; but depend 
upon it I ſhall do. nothing in Oppoſition to 
_* youralmighty Will. — May the Man, or more 


your Affection, be but half as ſenſible of the 


* unbounded Joy as I ſhould be, you will then 


ebe as ſupremely happy as I am the contraty 
« bur in whatever State I am, I never can be 
* ought but 25 | 
The dear unkind CLEOMELIA'S 
- everlaſting Votary, 


HEARTLOVE. 


The Pleaſure with which Cleomelia receiv'd this 
Grant of this Requeſt was very much damp'd by 


DS the Grief ſhe knew it caus'd in him who oblig'd 


her; but as it is natural to prefer ones own Satis- 


faction to that of any other Perſons, excepting 


the Man one loves, it eaſily wore off, and ſhe ap- 
plauded the Force of her own Charms, which 
cou'd not only create the moſt violent Paſſions, 
but alſo inſpire an Awe which ſhould make thoſe 


poſſeſs d 


than Man, whom you vouchſafe to bleſs with 
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poſſeſs'd of that Paſſion, dare to proceed no farther 
than ſhe pleas'd, and reſign their very Wills to 
her's. HRT 

A Day or two after theſe Letters had paſt be- 
tween her and Hearthwve, her Father came in 
very melancholly, and taking her aſide, My Dear 
Daughter, ſaid he, I hope you have not ſettled 
your Affections on the Man whom my miitaken 
Care recommended to you. ſo far as noi to be 
able to withdraw them when you ſhall know 
| how much he is unworthy of them, ln fine, 
my dear Cleomelia, continued he, he has declin'd 
his Pretenſions to you, told his Father that he 
deſires to live ſame time longer unmarried, and 
to that End, has prevail'd with him to let him go 
to travel; —— It was with all the Confubon 
and Vexation in the World, my good old Friend 
acquainted me with this Change of his Humour, 
but let me ſee withal that he cou'd refuſe no- 
thing to an only Son. — But be of Comfort, 

Child, I do not doubt but thy Virtues will make 
thee as happy with another as thou coudſt have 

been with him. „ | 
A s it was only in Obedience to your Commands, 
Sir, anſwer'd ſhe, that I receiv'd his Addreſſes, 
I rather rejoyce than the contrary, to find For- 
tune and the Mutability of his Temper has ſo 
much favour'd my Inclinations, which 1 confeſs 

were never to become his Wife. 5 
Thus was Cleomelia rid of a Lover, whom, to 
have publickly refus'd, wou'd not only have in- 
curr'd the Diſpleaſure of her Father, but alſo 
have given him Suſpicions which wou'd have 
made him endeavour to diſcover what ſecrte 
Motive ſhould induce her to act ſo contrary to 
the Duty ſhe ow'd to his Commands, and the 
Suggeſtions of her own Intereſt, — She was 
however extremely touch'd with ſo unexampled a 
; Piece 
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piece of Generoſity as that ſhe had receiv'd from 
Heartlove, and the more ſo, when ſhe heard the 
Talk of his intended Departure from Bengall con- 


firm'd by every Body of his Acquaintance ; and 
in a ſhort time after receiv'd from him a Letter 
containing theſe Lines. 


l 
1 
i 


To the dear deſtroying Angel of my Soul's 
Peace, the low.ly, barbarous, but 
for ever adorable CLEOMELIA. 


gps HE cruel Task is over, and 1 preſume 
| ————— YOU are eas d 
of the Perſecutions of the Man you hate, and 


you are ſatisfied, 


e are at Liberty to, indulge your Wiſhes with the 
« Man you love. — What would you more; 
« yet leaſt your Generoſity might be ſenſible of 


«* ſome little Pain in the Sight of that Ruin to 


« which you have reduc'd a Slave ſo obedient to 


« your Will, I go to hide it from your Eyes, 
e and in ſome diitant Climate ſeek that laſt Re- 


« mcdy for Woes like mine In Exchange for 
ce all your Cruelty has deprived me of, vouchſafe 
« me your Pity, —Ir will ture be no Injury to my 


% tov fortunate Rival, to think with ſome little 


„ Tenderneſs of a Wretch who falls a willing 


“ Sacrifice to his more prevailing Merits.— Oh, 
may he prove what moſt you wiſh.— May he in- 
«. deed continue to deſerve the Bleſſing he poſſeſ- 


e fes, and you have never Cauſe to remember 
„» my Truth and diſintereſted Tenderneſs with- 


cut any other Regret, than what ſhall be inſti- 


« gated by Com paſſion for my Sufferings. —— 
« Farewel forever, Madam.— Oh God! torever ! 


At that Word my Pen falls from my trembling 


Hand. - Bui my Zeal enabling me once more to 
& reſume it, I muſt employ it in the ſame manner 
N as 
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« asthe whole Stock of Breath which Fate allots 
eme, in Wiſhes for your endleſs Happineſs - Oh 


« Cleomelia ! may you be ever bleſt, may Joys on 


* Joys crowd on each other in an uninterrupted 


© Round, and Legions of Guardian Spirits al- 


„ ways Wait about you, all watchful, zealous, 
« diligent of their lovely Charge, and kind and 
« fond as e,, 
. the ever faithful, 
ever devoted 


(bo deſpairing) 


1 HEARTLOVE. 
Cleomelia had a Heart too ſenſible of tender 
Impreſlions, not to be prodigioully affected with 


reading this Epiſtle, in which ſhe ſaw ſo much of 
the Soul of him who wrote it. —— She could 
not reflect that he lov'd her to that immenſe 


Degree, that rather than conſtrain her Inclinati- 


ons, he choſe to.abandon a Father, ro whom he 
was ſo dear, forſake a Place where he had ſo ma- 
ny Friends and Acquaintance, and where his 


whole Fortune depended, and wander into Realms 
unknown, unfriended, unaccompanied, with- 


out confeiling his Generoſity as his Paſſion was 
uncquall'd, — She lamented his ill Fate with a 
Torrent of Tears; and would have wiſt'd, what 
perhaps no Woman ever yet did, a ſudden De- 


cay cf thoſe Charms which had inſpir'd him 


with ſo ſtrong, yet unvailing a Tenderneſs, if 
a4 little Conſideration of Self-Jove had not pre- 
vented it, by reminding her that ſuch a Change 
in her might have the ſame Effect on Gaſ per, to 


the total Deſtruction of her- Hopes, as ſhe could 


have been pleas'd it ſhould have work d on Heart · 
love for the Reſtoration of his Peace. She read 
the melancholly Lines again, and again, and 
grew every Time more troubled than before, till 


ſhe 


: 
| 
; 
; 
| 
f 
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| ſhe became ſoftned to chat Degree, that if ſhe 


felt not a Love for him of that Nature which 
alone could make him happy, ſhe did a Friend- 


ſnip which gave her a painful Commiſerat ion for 


his Misfortunes; and this Tenderneſs, as well as 


the Remonſtrances of Gratitude and good Man- 
ners, made her reſolve to write to him in the 


moſt obliging Terms ſhe could invent, without 


encroaching on the inviolable Affection ſhe had 
vow'd to Gaſper. ren” 7 
25 To the moſt generous of his Sex, he who of all 
Mankind has a Soul the moſt perfectly turn d 
Jer all the tender Offices of Friendſhip, Cha- 


rity, Conpaſſion, Zeal, Conftancy, and Diſ- 


ntereſtedheſs. 
: « W TH what Words, Oh! thou Prodigy 
cc 


of Goodneſs, ſhall I make known the 


' «« Senſe 1 have of the unbounded Obligati- 


ons I owe to you, or the Grief it gives me to 
&« believe that in conferring them, you act con- 
* trary to your on peace. Ohl that there 


euere a Way to return ſome Part of the mighty 


Debt I owe you; but as I am a Bankrupt in 


e all but my good Withes, be aſſur'd I conjure 


you, that you ever ſhall have them in the moſt 


e tender Manner that my Soul can form. · To 


te hear the cruel News of your defign'd Depar- 
ture confirm'd by your own Pen, and to know 
& that Lam the unluckly Cauſe, fills me with a 


_ « Sadneſs, for which nothing can conſole me. — 
„My Heart is rent in the Reflection how much 


I rob you of, ——Qh, ſtay! if ir be pollible, 


\ 


« deprive not a Father of your dear-lov'd Pre- 


4 ſence. Take not from your Friends a Com- 
- ©* panion, whoſe Wit, good Humour, and Sin- 


"GU 


rel © 


4 
. 


" cerit alone could give them a true Taſte of the D 


© pleaſures of Society. Loſe not the Factory 


« Member whoſe. Ingenuity and Integrity is 
« of ſo much Service to the whole Body of 


e them. Nor deſtroy that Happineſs you ſeem 


e to wiſh may be my Portion, by the Thoughts 


« how many ſuffer for my Fault. My Fault 


« jt is not, but my Misfortune rather,— Oh! 


« that you could convert this wild Paſſion which 
« drives you to ſuch Extremes into a noble 
% Friendſhip, how happy ſhould 1 be to con- 
«© yerſe with you on that Score, to receive and 


„give all the Proofs. of which either could 
« defire! —— But if it cannot be, if ſuch an Al- 
i teration cannot be effected without Time and 

% Abſence, ſuffer me to hope at leaſt it will one 


% Day happen, that you will be reſtor'd to us 
* ſuchas I wiſh, and without any Diſquiet to 
* yourſelf, or Wrong to thoſe Vows I have given 
* to another, I may enjoy the Bleſſing of your 
Acquaintance, and teſtify by every thing in 


% 
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my Power how much Iam = 
An Admirer of your Virtues, 


Par 3 . ˙ ms oo eeEIO: — = rr 


CLREROMELIA. 


1 ĩs certain, that ſhe wrote nothingthat ſhe did 
not think; the Concern ſhe had for him was of 


that tender Nature, that it:could be exceeded by 


nothing but the Love ſhe had for his Rival; and 


it was only the daily Endearments the receiv'd 
from him which had the Power of the conſole- 
ing her in the Affliction ſhe felt for the Mis- 


fortunes of the other: Nor did that unhappy 
Gentleman leſs ſpeak the Sincerity of his Heart; 
he was abſolutely determin'd to travel; and to 
that End, was making all neceſſary Preparations; 


but when every thing was ready, the Winds fa- 


vourable, his Equipage on board the Veſſel, and 
| | 20% Ly the 


| the Mariners expecting every Moment when he 
mould give Orders for the Long: boat to bring 
him, an unexpected Accident put a Stop to his 
Deſigns, and render'd it an Impoſſibility for him 
to leave Bengall, without being guilty of che 
utmoſt Ingratitude and unnatural Diſpoſiti- 


1 A * wh. E. - 
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Old Heartlove was taken with an Indiſpoſition, 
which from the very Beginning was judg'd to be 
fatal, and there needed neither Commands nor 
Perſwaſions to oblige a Son ſo perfectly dutiful 
and affe ctionate as his was, not to deprive him of 
his Preſence, ata Time when it was ſo abſolutely 
neceſſary, both for his Comfort and the Manage- 

ment of their Affairs: Helinger'd for ſome Months, 
neither growing better, nor ſo much worle as to 
think Death near at Hand ; and the Melancholly, 
which to ſee him in this State involv'd the young 
Gentleman in, joyn'd with that which before 
had ſciz'd him on the Account of Cleomelia,prey'd 
on his Spirits with ſo much Severity, that it 
threw him into a Fever, of which for {ume time 
his Life was deſpair'd of | 

While the Family of Heartlove were thus taken, 
up, Cleomelia and her belov'd Gaſper paſs'd their 
time in all the Felicity which rewarded Affecti- 
on yeilds. — Happy in the preſent poſſeiſion, they 
thought not what future Ills might happen to 
ive a ſad Allay to their too mighty Joys; and 

| ſoon alas! it came at once upon them, and took 

them unprepar'd, and all defenceleſs to ſtem the 
overpowering Tide; Cleomelia experienc'd the =) 
uſual Conſequence of Love indulg'd}; the felt a 

little Monitor within her, which reminded her 
that what ſhe had done could not always be a 
Secret; and as it grew in Bigneſs, the Apprehen- 
ſions of her enſuing Shame grew with it — She 
communicated to Gaſper what had befallen her 
| | 2 = | and, 
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and that ſaithful Lover, contrary to the Humour of 


the Generalityofhisundoing Sex, being unſatiated 


with the Charms he had poſſeſ'd, and not lovin 
her leſs for being by her belov'd. too much, beg? 


that he might make known their mutual Paſſion, 


and ratify the Contract by thoſe Ceremonies, 
which in the World's Eye alone could give a 


Sanction to their ſtolen Delights ; bur ſhe would 


by no means be brought to conſent to it; ſhe 
knew very well the Diſpoſition of Favonius, that 
it was ccuel, avaritious, and unforgiving,” and 
choſc rather to endure all the Miſeries of her 
Condition, than occaſion any Misfortune to him, 
who was a thouſand times dearer to her than 
any Conſideration of her own could be. To 
make him as eaſy, however, as ſhe could, ſhe 
told him that ſhe did not doubt concealing her 
Misfortune from all the World, and that when 
the time came, that ſhe was to be made a Mo- 
ther, ſhe would feign ſome Excuſe for leaving 


her Father's Houſe, and retire to that of the Per- 


ſon where they then were, and which had from 


the Beginning of their Amour been the Scene of 


their happy Meetings. 


Since ſhe wou'd have it ſo, he offer d no 


more in Contradiction to this Deſign, and there- 


fore order'd every thing with his Friend, whoſe 
Name was Horſio, to be got ready for her againſt 


the expected Time, which now drew near at 
Hand. 5 | s 8 


But not all the Care which Cleomelia took to 


hide her alter'd Shape, was ineffectual to hinder 
it from being viſible by the prying Eyes of ſome 
of her female Acquaintance, who envying her a 


Reputation, which few of them cou'd boaſt, had 
an infinite Pleaſure .in blabbing the Diſcovery 


they had made, — Having once got Air, it 


ſoon ſpread through the whole Factory, and 
5 Wu L Malas 
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Malaventure being 'a Perſon generally eſteem'd 
among them, was ſoon in a friendly Manner 
made acquainted with the Report, how ſevere 
a Shock it gave him, to know ſuch a thing was 


conjectured, (for as yet he gave no Credit to it) 
may eaſily be imagin'd : And tho” he had never 


obſerv'd any, thing in his Daughter's Conduct, 
which cou'd give room for ſuch Diſcourſes, yet 
he was impatient till he got Home, that he might 
adviſe her to be more cautious for the future: 


| Knowing her to be of a mild and gentle Diſpoſi- 


tion, and believing her perfectly innocent, he 
did not immediately ſpeak the whole Scandal to 


her, but began with giving her Hints that a 


young Maid cou'd never be too circumſpect 
in her Behaviour, and that even in Spite of the 


utmoſt Reſerve, Detraction and Malice wou'd 
ſometimes pretend to have notic'd an unguarded 
Action. In this manner did the tender 


Father uſher in the cruel Tale he intended to 
relate of the Aſperſion caſt upon her: But 
alaſs ! The little he had' already ſaid was 
enough; ſhe doubted not but her Secret was dif- 
cover d, and the Changes of her Countenance, 
the Tremblings which ſhe cou'd not reſtrain, and 
the wild Diſorder which appear'd through all her 
Air, alarm'd the unhappy Malaventure much 
more than all he had been told had done. 
And looking on her more intently than he had 


been accuſtom'd ; —— Why Cleomelia, cry'd 


he, with an Accent which denoted an extraordi- 
nary Agitation in his Mind; why are you con- 
fus'd ? Why does the ſtarting Blood in guilty 
Bluſhes paint your Cheeks ! — And why 
does now a Death-like Paleneſs ſacceed that Crim- 


- ſon Dye? =—— What is this ſhakes you thus? 


l yet have told you nothing which ſhou'd 


occaſion ſuch Emotions: And to ſee you thus; 


makes 


(30) 


makes me half doubtful, that what I have to ſay 
will touch you but too near. But if thou 
haſt been thus wretchedly couſin'd by thy own 
fond Belicf and the baſe Evils of ſome deceiving 
Man. If thou indeed haſt made me more 


unhappy by thy Loſs of Honour than all the 


other Malice of the Stars cou'd do, tell me the 
Name of thy Undoer, ——— Let me know him, 


that I may Force him to do thee immediate Ju- 
ſtice, —— Theſe Words at once o'erthrowing 
all the little Remains of Fortitude that ſhe was 
muſtring to her Aid, ſhe fell Motionlefs and 
fainting at his Feet. Anger, and the Thoughts 
of that Misfortune which. he now no longer 
doubred, if ſhe had brought on him, all at this 
Sight gave way to Tenderneſs, to Pity, and For- 
giveneſs, 


had been bred up in principles which made him 


certain ſhe cou'd not have err'd thus far wich- 
out the Excitement of ſome Temptation greater 
than what is ordinarily the Excuſe for Frailty 


He took her in his Arms, and lifting 


her from the Ground, perceiv'd too plainly that 
Truth to which till now, (not guelling,) he had 


been blind: After ſome little Endeavours to bring 
her to herſelf, ſhe open'd her Eyes, but with a 
look ſo wild and ſo perplex'd, as made the in- 
dulgent Father reſolv'd to utter not the leaſt 
Word which ſounded like reproachful, leaſt it 
ſhou'd deprive her of her Senſes or her Life. 


It was in Terms of Confolation only now he 
poke, and mingling with his Deſires of knowing 


the whole Truth of this Affair repeated Aſſuran- 
ces of Forgiveneſs, her Fears at length abated, 
and judging it beſt indeed to conceal nothing 


from a Parent, who ſo tenderly lov'd her, ſne 


diſcover'd to him the whole Correſpondence be- 
| — . tween 


| She was the Darling of his 
Age, his beſt belov'd, his favourite Child, and 


i Þ 


tween herſelf and 04 . concluding her Diſ- 
courſe with ſaying, that ſhe hoped ſhe had no 
| farther ſtray'd from the Rules of Virtue than in 
having proceeded ſo far with a Man without 
having obtain'd the Conſent of him who ought 
to have been the Diſpoſer of her Inclinations, 
for that ſhe look'd on herſelf as much the Wife 
of Gaſper, as if the Ceremony of gle Church 
| bod guthoriz d the Conſiderations ſhe had made 
8 | 
Malawventure ſaid but little in anſwer to the 
Hiſtory ſhe had made him; but having determin'd 
in his own Mind what was moſt proper to be 
done in ſuch a Caſe, went out of the Room, and 
left her to revolve alone on her Condition. | 
He went immediately in ſearch of Gaſper, whom 
having found, he was beginning to 3 on 
him ſome part of that Reſentment which his 
Fondneſs had not ſuffer'd him to let looſe on Cle- 
omelia ; but that young Gentleman reply'd in 
Terms ſo full of Humility andReſpeR, that it was 
In a ſhort Time very much moderated. He 
aſſur'd him there was nothing on Earth he deſir'd 
with ſo much Ardency as being united to his 
Daughter by the moſt juſtifyable Tyes, and that 
he was not ſo, was only owing to her abſolute 
| Refuſal of it, fearing to incur the Diſpleaſure of 
Favonius, and depriving him of that Parrimony 
he expected at his Death. They had a long Con- 
. _ verſation on this Affair, in which it was judg'd 
convenient that they ſhou'd go together to Favo- 
; minus, and Malawenture relating the Injury had been 
Ih done his Daughter, and Gaſper the paſſionate Af 
fection he (till continu'd to bear her, endeavour 
to prevail on him to give Conſent to what both 
of them defir'd with equal Fervency. Neither of 
them omitted any Thing which cou'd promiſe 
Succeſs in their Deſigns : But that hard-hearred 


\ 
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Man was not to be work'd upon by all that they 
cou'd ſay, The Entreaty's of a paſſionately 
enamour'd Son, the Tears of an afflicted Father, 
Were equally in Vain, till the latter perceiving 
there was no farther —_ in fair Means, threaten- 
ed to complain to the Governour, and producing 
the Contract, compel him t6 allow his Son 4 
ſufficient Means of maintaining a Wife, who. 
was not forc'd upon him ; bur in Gratitude for 
the Conſtancy of his Affection had yeilded to be 
ſo. Favonius ſtarted a little at theſe Words, and 
having paus'd upon them, ſeem'd in a Moment 
to be wholly chang'd—his Speeches loſt all the 
Diſdain with which lately they had been accom- 
panied, land his Eyes their Fierceneſs, ard affe&t- 
ing a kind of yielding to the Reaſonings of Ma- 
laventure : Well, ſaid he, you ſhall find I will do 
nothing contrary to Juſtice, give me till to Mor- 
row to conſider of this Matter, and if 1 find my 
Son ſo perfectly devoted to this Lady, as he appears 
to be before you, I will not render him unhappy  « 
by oppoſing his Deſires. Gaſper was tranſported 
at this Conceſſion, and Malaventure return'd 
Home well pleas'd that he had prevail'd ſo far. 
He communicated nothing of what he had done 
to Cleomelia, deſigning to ſurprize her the next 
Day with the glad Tidings, when the Affair 
ſhould be compleated, as he now doubted not but 
it would. "I Bo . 
But how terrible a Diſappointment was this 
unhappy Father's Lot, when going to the Houſe | 
of Favonius at the time, in which that Gen- 
tleman had promis'd to give his final An- 
ſwer, he was inform'd by the Servants, that their 
oung Maſter had gone on board a Ship belong- 
ing to his Father, and was ſet Sail for Europe: 
Diſtraction ſcarce comes up to what he felt at 
the Recital of ſo baſe an Action, — 
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to be out of Danger, and 


Enn, 


he was alſo deny'd coming to the Speech of 


Favonius— He waſted ſome time in fruitleſs Rail- 
ings on the Deceit of the Father, and the per- 
Jury and Ingratitũde of the Son; after which he 
went immediately to the Governour, where re- 
lating his Cauſe, Favonius was ſummon'd ro ap- +» 
pear: He did ſo, but clear'd himfelf by throw- 

ing the Odium on his Son, who, he ſaid, unable 

to ſupport the Thoughts of being compell'd to 
marry a Woman, not only without a Forrune, - 
bur alſo of a {lender Character, and who was at 


this time great with Child, he knew not whe- 


ther by himſelf or any other Perſon, he had 


| beg'd to fly Bengall; which Requeſt, ſaid the 


old Hypocrite, I could not refuſe to a Son ſo 
dear to me, and who, till his Acquaintance with 
the Daughter of Malaventure, had always merited 
my higheft Favour. r. 
Thus was this afflicted Father able to obtain no 
more, Satisfaction for his Wrongs than unavail- 
ing Pity, which was but a ſlender Conſolation, 


When he reflected, that by an Endeavour to re- 
trieve the Reputation of a belov'd Daughter, he 


had more expos'd it to the Cenſure of the 
World. The Agitations of her Mind having 
ſomething haſtned rhe time of her Delivery, at 
his Return from the Governor's he found her in 
thoſe Pangs which Women, becoming Mothers, 


feel, which ſoon ſhe was, by 2 into the 


World a Son whoſe Infant Smiles in part 
conſoled her for rhe Sorrows fhe had endur'd. 
Spite of the Emotions of his Grief and — 
Mala venture was ſtill too tender a Father to lay 
any thing which might afflict her in the Condi- 
tion ſhe then was; bur as ſoon as ſhe was thoughe 
had recaver'd Strength 
enough to bear Tidings ſo diſtracting, he ac- 
quainted her with his 3 and the ſeem- 


Tn. "=; 
ing Infidelity of Gaſper. At firſt, the Tenderneſs ſhe 
had for him, the Remembrance of his Vows, the 
Ardors of his Affection, rather encreas d than any 
way abated by . Enjoyment, made him appear 

| wholly guiltleſs in her Opinion; ſhe doubted not 
but he had been compell'd by Favonius to act in the 
manner he had done, and as much as Duty would 
= her leave, accus'd her Father as the Cauſe of 
her Misfortunes, by attempting to force that de- 
termin'd Man to any thing which he was reſolv'd 
againſt : But ſoon after theſe Sentiments vaniſh- 
ed, and gave way to others more tormenting, — 
She thought that if Gaſper were really as inno- 
cent as her fond Soul at firſt believ'd, he might 
have found ſome Stratagem ro have evaded the 
cruel Purpoſe of his Father, or at leaſt have writ | 
to her an Information of the Truth; and this laſt | 
RefleQion was ſo terrible to her, that it threw | 
her into Convulſions which were very near de- 
priving her of Life: Her Youth however, and more 
than ordinary Strength of Conſtitution, enabled 
her to go through it; ſhe recover'd, but Mala- 
venture, Whole Grief ſat near his Heart, took his 
Chamber ſoon after ſhe was in Condition of 
quitting hers, and in a few Days reſign'd a Life 
which had been full of Perplexities. Ro 
Now was the unhappy Cleomelia deſolate in- 
deed; ſhe loſt not only the moſt tender Father in 
the World, but alſo all the viſible Means ſhe had of 
being ſupported even with common Neceſſaries 
of Life; his late Troubles having render'd him 
wholly incapable of managing his Affairs, they 
were left in ſo ill a poſition, that Cleomelia found 
nothing but a few Houſhold Goods for her 
Dower: Never Woman labour'd. under greater 
or more ſevere Difficulties ; depriv'd of a Lover, 
who was dearer to her than her Soul, and de- 
priv'd of him, as ſhe imagin'd, by his own In- 
... . "I 
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ratitude and Falſhood, of a Father the moſt ten- 
= and affectionate, and by his Death of all ſhe 
now had to depend on, and left with an Infant, 
whom to ſee want was the moſt terrible Afflicti- 
on; her Reputation loſt, her Virtue taint d, 


L rob'd of all the Joysof Life, and reduc'd to all the 
Extremes of Poverty, ſhe fell into a Deſpair,which 


had perhaps in a little time either rook away her 
Senſes, or made her have Recourſe to ſome de- 
ſperate Remedy for Relief, if the moſt unlook'd 

r one had not offer'd itſelf at a time when ſhe 
was arriv'd at the utmoſt Need that Imagination 
can be capable of comprehending. 

The Misfortunes under which ſhe labour'd be- 
ing now become the Talk of the whole Factory, 
Heartlove could not avoid hearing of them; he 


was now perfectly recover'd of his Indiſpo- 


ſition, but his Father had died of that which had 
ſo long afflicted him: He was now at Liberty to 
act as he pleas d; and tho the late Conduct of 
Cleomelia would have made the old Gentleman 
as much averſe to an Alliance with her, as for- 


merly he had been deſirous of it, yet not all her 


Faults could eraſe the Impreſſion of her Charms in 


the Heart of this ever faithful Lover. He could not 


be told of her Deſtreſs without deſiring to re- 
lieve her from it, and laying the whole Blame of 


Phat ſhe had done on the Deceit and Infidelity of 


Gaſper, abſolv'd her in his Mind from all Impu- 
tation, and reſolved if ſhe would conſent to it, 
to make both her and himſelf happy. Not 


knowing, however, how ſhe would relith a Viſit 


from him, he choſe to let her know his Senti- 


ments by writing, which he did in this Manner. 


* why ſhould I dwell on this ungrateful Theme, 
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To the fair fallen Angel of her Sex, the lovely 


ruin d CLEOMELTA.. 


1 theſe Lines are intended to re- 
proach your Cruely, or inſult the Mif- 
fortunes which have been the Conſequences 

of it. It is not a Lover provok'd by his ill 


Treatment to Wiſhes of Revenge, who is the 


Author of them, but a Lover whoſe Conſtan- 
cy can abide the utmoſt and ſevereſt Trials. 
—— Yes, moſt adorable Cleomelia, you are too 

lovely to be guilty, and if ſeduc'd by your own 
heavenly Innocence, and the Force of a Paſſion, 
whoſe Effects too well I know, to believe the 
perjur'd Gaſper, let him who alone merits it 
bear all the blame; his be the Infamy, my 
Cleomelia is Clear. Let the relentleſs and unfor- 
giving World ſay as they pleaſe ; I know your 
Soul is pure, untainted, and free from ought of 
ll, as when at firſt diſclos'd its Infant Bright- 
neſs in your Eyes. Oh! may juſt Heaven 
with ſevereſt Plagues overtake the vile Be- 
trayer, may Peace forever be a Stranger to 
his Thoughts, eternal Curſes be his Portion 


till he in Tears of Blood and Penitence con- 


feſs his Crime, and own thy Virtue. But 


why wiſh Revenge on him, who, ſpite of In- 
gratitude, his monſtrous Perfidy may ſtill be 
dearer to your Wiſhes than unregarded Hearr- 
love. Yet ſure it cannot be, you muſt reſent, 
and with reſenting, ſcorn a Wretch ſo worth- 
leſs of the Bleſſing of your Lov.e— If fo, E 
am happy, and by his Falſhood, as in a Mirror, 
you will ſee my Truth, my unalterable Faith ; 
for, Oh! I wiſh but to convince you of 9 
| - 


115 (37) 
“ and will leave no Means untried to prevail on 
« you to put me in Poſſeſſion of that Title the 
<« perjur'd Gaſper has renounc'd. <—— My Life, 
« my Fortune, all that I am is yours.— / 
% Devoted to you with the ſame Ardency as e- 
ver, my. Love as pure, my Defires as honour- 
© able. Pity then ſo fix'd a Paſſion, and by 
_ « youchſafing to accept the Proofs I offer of it, 
<« raiſe to the extremeſt Joy my Soul can know or 
« aim at, e 
= The long deſpairing, and adoring, _ 
x _ | GR ARTFLOVE 


"Tis eaſy to comprehend how great a Surprize 
this muſt be ro Cleomelia; ſhe doubted not indeed 
but he had lov'd her to the urmoſt Extremity of 
diſintereſted Affection; bur ſhe could not have be- 
lie v'd he would have continued his Deſires of ma- 
king her his Wife, in the innumerable Diſadvan- 
tages ſhe labour d under: So uncommon a Proof 
of Generoſity and Conſtancy had an Effect on 
her, which not all the ſeeming Infidelity and 
Baſeneſs of Gaſper had the Power to work. — 
The dear Undoer, till this Moment, had been 

retious to her Remembrance, tho' ſhe thought 
Him the moſt vile, ſhe ſtill thought him moſt 
lovely of his Sex, and took a Pleaſure in retain- 
ing in her Mind the Idea of his Charms: But 
this Behaviour of - Heartlove's put it immediately 
to Flight; ſhe admir'd, ſheador'd the wonderous 
Beauties of his Soul, and had now her Eyes open 
alſo to diſcern the Graces of his Perſon, accus'd 
herſelf of Blindneſs or Stupidity in having pre- 
fer'd his leſs deſerving Rival, and cry'd our, that 
Heaven was too good in relieving her from Mi- 
ſeries which ſhe brought on herfelf by her own. 
Ingratitude and Folly, and fo juſtly merited 
mould be her Portion for ever. If ſhe had any 
. | Emotions. 
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Emotions which were uneaſy, they were occaſſon - 


ed by her Delicacy inreceiving Obligations where 


ſhe deſerv'd only Inſults, and Conſciouſneſs of 
Unworthineſs: B ut theſe Conſiderations were too 
weak to maintain the Combat for any long 


time with thoſe of her Intereſt, her Gratitude, 
and one way now ſay her Inclination alſo ; and 
ſhe return 


an Anſwer to his Epiſtle in theſe 


| To all that's excellent in Man, or rather to 


| fomething more than Man, 


Te HEARTLOVE, 


= © mares Shame, encompaſs'd round 
ac 


with all that can be known of Wicked- 
i neſs, how am I capable to anſwer, asI ought, ſo 


amazing, ſo unequall'd a Generoſity as yours! 
«« Yet ſhould I ro my other Miſeries have a Con- 


« ſciouſneſs of Ingratitude diſtract me to be ſi- 
* lent.— Yes, I muſt ſpeak, tho' ſure I can 
« ſpeak nothing which would make you ſenſi- 
« ble of the thouſandth, thouſandth Part of what 
\t I feel, — By Heaven, a Goodneſs, a conti- 
«® nued Tenderneſs, like yours, after what 1 have 


done inflicts a painful Pleaſure, which I am 


e not able to ſuſtain, much leſs deſoribe.— The 
« whole World 'tis certain cannot produce an 
Example of the like Nature. — Yet, Heart- 
hve, I have not been ſo guilty as I am repre- 


4 ſented, nor does your Kindneſs in ſome Re- 


e ſpects ſet a falſe Varniſh on my Actions; Ex- 
« ceſs of Love, of Sincerity, and Truth in my 


* own Soul, made me with eaſe believe another 


e could not be baſe, and have been at once the 
* Source of my Faults and Misfortunes, — But 
« I will add no more on that Subject, lince, if 


(38), mn 
* you ſtill love, as, after what you have ſaid, it 
«* were a Sin to doubt ir, the Repetition muſt be 
« unpleaſing to you, — Nor know I in what 
« manner to anſwer an Offer ſo unexpeRed, —» 
« Should I accept it, you might hereafter up- 
4 braid the ſudden Turn of my Humour, as the 
Effect of my Neceſſities. Ol can I when de- 
* ſolate and unfriended, receive that Heart, 
«* which, unknowing what was truly valuable, I 
« refus d in my more proſperous Days — it would 


© look like an Intereſtedneſs which my Soul 


« diſdains, ——- Pardon this Nicety in a Wo- 
« man who, in ſpite of all ſhe has or can en- 
* dure, preſerves her former Spirit, and cannot 
* brook to be oblig'd too far. — Your Friendftri 
* however, I always was ambitious of; vouchſate 
me that, tis all you can with Honour give, or 
be receiv'd in the preſent Condition of IJ 
the moſt unfortunate 
| Heartlove was too well acquainted with her 
Humour, to be ſurpriz'd that ſhe with no greater 
Readineſs embrac'd the Propoſal he made her; 
but as he had not now a belov'd Lover to combat 
with, he fear'd not of overcoming all the Scru- 
ples her Delicacy of Soul ſhould raiſe againſt 
E He therefore went toviſit her, as believing, 
with Reaſon, that his Preſence would have more 
Effect than all he could urge by Letter, The man- 
ner in Which ſhe receiv'd him, was with a be- 
coming Grief, mix'd with Tenderneſs and Shame; 
and the Sight of her in this Confuſion, which 
rather added to her natural Charms than any 
way diminilh'd them, encreas'd if poſlible theAr- 
dons of his Affection; he ralk'd to her in Terms 
which hardly would (he have been able ro deny, 
had no other Motive bur Pity influenc'd her to pur 


a long Period to the Anxleties he had REY 


e 
her. In fine, he left not her Houſe till he 
bad gain'd her Promiſe of becoming his Wife as 
ſoon as ſhe had order'd Affairs fo as to oblige Fa- 
vonius to take care of the Child the had by his 
Son, which ſhe was poſitively determin'd to do 
before ſhe gave herſelf ro another. Heartlove 
would have :oppos'd it, affuring her that he 
would regard him, as he was hers, with the Eyes 
of a Father; but ſhe would by no Means be N 
to conſent, and he was oblig*d to be ſatisfy d 
with what ſhe ſaid. „„ 88 ö 

On her applying to this inexorable Man, he |, 
inſiſted on her giving up the Contract which had 
been drawn up between her and his Son, which 
ſhe willingly aſſented, and ſent for it from L 
in whoſe poſſeſſion it ever ſince had been. This 

done, Favonius accepted the Child, and ſettled 
a handſome Allowance for his Maintenance. : 
Nothing remain'd, and Heartlove would fain 
have had the Celebration of their Nuptials kept 
with a Magnificence proportionable to the Ten- 
derneſs he had for her; but the Conſiderations of 
her Circumſtances would not permit her to ſuffer 
it, and unwilling to add to the Reflections which 
ſhe knew would be made on fo unexpected a U- 
nion, deſir'd it might be ſolemniz'd as privately 
as poſſible ; to which, in Obedience to her Will, 
he conſented, and none but the neareſt Intimates 
on both Sides were preſent, _ ERPs 
When married, the Name of Husband made 
him not leſs a Lover; with the ſame Ardency he 
doated on her, as when her unenjoy'd perfecti- 
ons envigorated Defire.—— Had his Affections 
been ſuch as would have admitted Encreafe, one 
would have thought that the more he polleſs'd, 
the more he was eager [till to poſſeſſes ; and if Cleo- 
melia did not return his Tranſports with altoge- 
ther ſo much Warmth, chere might be ſeen 6 
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vaſt a Tenderneſs, ſo infinite a Regard for him in 
all her Words and Actions, that Love itſelf, un- 
accompany'd by that ſincere Friendſhip and E- 
ſteem ſhe was inſpir'd with, would come far ſhort 
of what ſhe paid him. 
They were look'd upon by all who knew them, 
as well as were ſo in Reality, the happieſt Pair 
that ever wore the Marriage Chain; but ſoon a- 
las! this ſweet Tranquility was ruffled into a 
Storm which was never to be appeas'd, never 
to be huſh'd into a Calm. „ 
Heartlove, from appear ing the moſt gay con- 
tented Man on Earth, grew on a ſudden entirely 
the Reverſe; deep Frowns diſgrac'd that Brow 
where Joy ſo lately reign'd; no more ſoft Smiles 
play'd dimpling round his Mouth, nor Love and 
Pleaſure ſparkled from his Eyes; Sighs every 
Moment rent his troubled Breaſt, and tho' he 
. Choſe as much as poſlible in Solitude to conceal 
his Anguiſh, he was too ill a Diſſembler not to 
have it apparent, in — of his Endeavours, to 
all who ſaw him. Different were the Conjectures 
made by his Acquaintance on this ſudden Alte- 
ration; ſome thought he repented having mar- 
ried a Wife in Cleomelia's Circumſtances, others 
that ſhe behav'd not to him in Private as the did in 
Publick ; but ſhe herſelf, who firſt of any one per- 
ceiv'd it, was the muſt confounded and amaz'd ; 
but not in the leaſt ſuſpecting that any thing 
concerning her had occaſion'd it, entreated him 
to let her know the Cauſe; but he refuſing, tho“ 
with all the Tenderneſs in the World, to com- 
ply with her Requeſt, ſhe grew extremely a- 
larm'd ; eſpecially when ſhe obſerv'd, as ſoon ſhe 
did, that whenever he look'd on her, it was with 
a Confuſion mix'd with Grief, and as ſoan as he 
perceiv'd ſhe took Notice, would turn away his 
Head and ſigh: Nor were the Nights leſs ſur- 
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( 42) 
prizing than the Days; even then he was not 


whathe had been ; all his Endearments were mix'd 
with Starts, and every now and then aGroan, which 


ſeem'd to ſhake his Fabrick, would force its 
| Way, Now certain that it was on her Account 


ſhe imagin'd ſome buſy malicious Tongue ha 


traduc'd her to him, or that inadvertently ſhe had 
been guilty of ſomething which had given him 
' Cauſe for Anger; but having recollected all that 


had paſs'd ſince their Marriage, and finding no- 
thing herewith ſhe could accuſe herſelf, or be ac- 


cus ' d by others, ſhe grew perfetly impatient, 


and again preſ'd him to acquaint her with his 
Diſcontent, in Terms ſo home, that. he had no 
way to put her of, and therefore told her that ſhe 
muſt not know, and if the priz'd his Peace, ſhe 
muſt talk to him no farther on that Head. With 
theſe Words ſhe was ſilent; but what ſhe felt in 
remaining ſo, tis eaſy to conjecture; her Difſ- 
quiets were now ſuperior to his ; nor had ſhe one 


 Moment's Eaſe but when in her Cloſet indulging 
the Relief of Tears. 3 


In this manner they paſs'd on ſome Weeks, 
and had perhaps many more ſuch had Heartlove 
(being ſuddenly call'd Abroad) not happened to 
change his Cloths in a low Parlour, where they 


were ſitting together; he was no ſooner gone out 


than Chance more than Curioſity made her put 
her Hand into his Pocket, where the firſt Thing 
ſhe met was a Paper, which taking out, ſhe foun 

was a Letter ; the Superſcription was, to herſelf, 
and ſhe was ready to die away at the reading it, 


ſince ſhe immediately knew the Hand to be Ga/- 


per's ; ſhe ſummon'd all her Strength however to 
examine the Contents, which to her inexpreſſible 
Confuſion ſne found were theſe. 


* 
— 
* 
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To the dear injurd CLEO MEL I A, my 
forever lov d, ever ador d Wife and Soul of 
all my Wiſhes. 


* FH! with what Words, ſweet Innocence, 
„ wrong'd Charmer, ſhall I addreſs thee, 
* guilty as | ſeem! for Oh! tis moſt impoſſible 
* that thou canſt rhink me other than the vlleſt 
that ever was call'd Man,-But having at laſt 
* gain'dthe long ſought Opportunity of writing 
* tothee, I mult delay one Moment the Eclair- 
„ ciſment of my Truth. Favoni us, I cannot 
«* call him Father, having promis'd Malaventure 
eto accede to all he ſaid, diſcours'd me ſome 
little time concerning that dear Contract 
* which gave thee to my Arms, and finding me 
8 reſolv'd to ratifie it, even tho' the Conſe- 
* quence ſhould be the Ruin of my Hopes with 

* him, pretended to allow the Juſtice © my 
* Reaſons, ſaid it was pity ſo fair and virtuqus 
* a Maid ſhould be undone; and in fine, ſeem'd to 
* conſent our Nuptials ſhould be celebrated with 
* all convenient Speed: This ſpoke, he left 
* me, more happy, more tranſported, than in 
* this dreadful Separation I have Power to tell 
* thee.— But ſoon alaſs ! did he return, andwith 
- a Countenance ſo perfectly ſuited to his Words, 
that I had not the leaſt Hint for a Miſtruſt, 
ehe told me I muſt immediately go on board 
* a Veſlel he then had in the River, in order, he 
* ſaid, to ſee ſome Goods were ſafely ſtow'd, 
* which he would ſend in the Boat with me. I 
thought it ſtrange no other Perſon could be 
© entruſted in an Affair like this, but would not 
*. riſque the Hazard of diſpleaſing him, by com- 
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plaining of the Fatigue I was to undergo —-I 


went, but little thought how far I was about 


being divided from my Cleomelia, or that thoſe 
Goods he ſpoke of, were no other than my 
own Baggage, which he had commanded to 
be privately pack'd up: The Moment I came 
on board I was clap'd under Hatches like a 
tranſported Felon, and kept there till I was 
far far from Shore, and the dear Treaſure of 
my Soul. — The Place where they permitted 
me to land is Mocoa; but never ſince that fatal 
Time has one Ship ſet ſail from thence, till 
now a Spaniſh Cruizer touch'd for Proviſions : 


Some Wounds I receiv'd in an unlucky Quar- 


rel, joyn'd to my Deſpair, have a long time 
confin'd me to my Bed, and ſtill render me 
unable to undertake a Voyage. — Bur expect 
me ſoon; a Veſſel is preparing to ſer fail in 
three Weeks time, and that ſhall bring me to 


thy Feet, to plead my Cauſe, and prove me 


what I am. —— Oh! Cleomelia, when I re- 
flect with what a heavenly Softneſs thou haſt 
liſtene d to my Paſſion, how ready to believe my 
Vows, as if thou ſaw'ſt into my faithful Heart, 
cannot think thou canſt yet believe me falſe; 


but in ſpite of all Appearances, make thy ſelf 


caſy in a perfect Confidence. But, Oh! 
the Condition in which I left thee is a Reflect i- 


on in which all my Fortitude is not able to 


ſuſtain me, I rave\l die, to think what Shame, 
what Miſery, thou mayeſt perhaps go through 
on the Account of that dear Product of our 
Love. O, may'ſt thou have known leſs of 
it than I endure in the Idea for thee, elſe muſt 
thy gentle Soul have ſunk beneath it. — Fare- 
Well, thou Life of my Deſires; whatever thy 


Griets have bcen, letthem now ceaſe in certain 
| | | | «K Ex- 
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« Expectation of him who could not live, but in 
«© the Hope of proving himſelf 0 


Thy faithful Friend, thy moſt 
paſſionately devoted Lover, 
and endearing Hushand, 
ASP ER. 


With much Difficulty ſhe kept up her Spirits 
till the laſt Line, and then crying out, wretched - 
Gaſper, but more wretched Cleomelia, fell down 
fainting on the Floor. Heartlove, Who remembred 
what he had left behind him, return'd back for 
it, and was entring the Room Juſt as his unhappy 
Wife utter'd thoſe Words; he us'd his utmoſt 
Endeavours to bring her to herſelf, which as ſoon 
as he had done, too curious Cleomelia, ſaid he, 

why wou'd(t thou deſire to know a Secret, which 
_ fearing this Effect, I have ſo cloſely conceal'd from 
_ thee? O talk not to me, anſwer' d ſhe, in the 
firſt Tranſports of her Surprize and Grief, for- 
getting all ſhe ow'd him ; thy fatal Love alone 
has ruind me, ——  Gaſper is true, and Gaſper 
is my Husband, thou haſt uſurp'd his Place, and 
I by yielding to it am curſt. It was in vain that 
he with Words full of Love and Tenderneſs en- 
deavour'd to mitigate this Tempelt of her Soul; 
| ſhe was all Diſtraction and Diſpair, and ſaid and 
did ſuch wild and incoherent Things, that nothing 
was ſo much his Terror as that ſhe wou'd lay vio- 
lent Hands on her own Life; but he carefully ob- 
ſerving her for ſome Time, her Rage, which indeed 


had been too violent to continue in its full Force, 


began by not being oppos' d, to abate, and as 
{oon as ſhe was Capable of diſcourſing with Rea- 
ſon, ſhe entreated he wou'd pardon the wild Sallies 
of her diſtracted Paſſion, and inform her by what 

Means that Letter fell into his Hands, which _ 


1 
did in theſe Terms: Happening, ſaid he, to be 
at the Window one Day, Iſaw a Perſon in the 
Habit of a Mariner * for the Houſe of 
Malaventure; I preſently inform'd him that 
Gentleman was dead, but that his Daughter was 
remov'd hither; on which, it is his Daughter, cry d 
he, to whom 1 have brought a Letter; I deſir d 
him to give it me, aſſuring him I wou'd deliver 
it faithtully, which he did, and I indeed then 
deſign'd no other but to keep my Promiſe ; but 
on his telling me that he came from Mocoa, and 
that the Letter was from Gaſper, | thought it 
more Prudence to conceal it from your Know- 
ledge, believing, that to hear any thing from a 
Man by whom you had fo greatly ſuffer'd, wou'd 
give you rather Pain than Pleaſure: At my exa- 
mining the Contents, and finding the Diſcovery 
of his Innocence, I was not leſs ſurpriz'd than 
you, and then more than ever reſolv'd to hide it 
from you, not doubting but it wou'd throw you 
into Diſorders ſuch as I now have ſeen you in. 
— This has been the Cauſe of my Diſquiet; I 
grieve for you, and even for Gaſper, when he 
ſhall arrive, as ſoon he will, and ſee the Conſe- 
quences of his Abſence. Oh never, never ſhall 
he ſee it, cry'd Cleomelia, I'll fly for ever from 
his Sight, and yours, and all Mankind. Heartlove 


: omitted nothing that he thought might give her 


Comfort; he aſſured her of his eternal Love and 
Confidence of her, and endeavour'd to perſwade 
her, thatGaſper wou'd in time be conſoled for his 
Misfortunes, when he ſhou'd find they were irre- 
mediable. But ſhe wou'd not give any Ear to ſuch 
' Diſcourſes ; ſhe told him that ſhe look'd on her- 
ſelf as more the Wife of Gaſper, tho' the Ceremony 

_ of the Church had not paſt, than the did of him; 

it was he who had her firſt Vow, and what ſhe. 


had made ſince, was of no Effect; that ſhe cou'd 
cy not 


647) 


not deny ſhe had been guilty of Perjury and 
l living with any other during the 
i 


Life of him to whom ſhe was contracted, and 
that ſhe was reſolv'd to go off in the firſt Ship 
to ſome diſtant Part of the World where ſhe 
ſhou'd no more be heard of in Benga/l, One ma 

eaſily imagine the Shock ſuch Words as theſe 
imprinted in the Mind of Heartlove, by the ex- 
treme Paſſion with which he lov'd her; but ſhe 


was not to be mov'd, not all his Prayers and Tears, 
not all the Sight of his Deſpair cou'd work any 
Effect on her; when he ſeem'd to ſay any thing 
that look'd like Threatning, to compel her Stay 
by that Authority the Law had given him over 


her, ſhe ſwore that if detain'd either by Force or 
Perſwaſions till the Arrival of Gaſper, the Mo- 
ment he ſer Foot into Bergall ſhou'd be the laſt 
of her Life, In fine, ſhe was determin'd; 
and all this affectionate Husband cou'd do, was 
vain: A Shipin a few Daysſetting Sail for England, 


ſhe embark'din it, leaving Heartlove in a Condi- 


tion ſuch as one muſt feel, to be capable of De- 
icribing. 15 1 


The afflicted Cleomelia had ſer Sail for England 
but a very few Days before Gaſper arriv'd at Ben- 


gall: Unhappy Gentleman! little did he expect 
the Nes he receiv'd at his Landing; to be told that 
Cleomelia was married, was ſomething fo aſtoniſh- 


ing as cou'd not immediately gain Credit with him; 


but when fully convinc'd of it, how impoſlible 
wou'd it be to repreſent the mingled Rage and Grief 
he conceiv'd at it; therefore I thall only ſay theſe 
Paſſions were proportion'd to that other more tender 


one, with which he had regarded her, and like that 


were without Example, impatient of Controul, and 


diſdaining Counſel or Mitigation. Favonius, Who, 
had not Cleomelia been married, wou'd have given 
him a ſevere Reception for returning without 


Per- 


— 


* 


permiſſcff, perceiving the Diſtraction he was in, 
omitted nothing that he thought might give 


his Sorrows eaſe; but all his Endearments were 
of no Effect; he conſider'd him as his Father, 


but then he alſo conſider'd him as a Father who 


had made Uſe of the Power he had over him to 
render him unhappy ; and the Remembrance that 


it was by him he had been compell'd not only to 
leave Cleomelia, but likewiſe to appear baſe and 


ungrateful to her, deſtroyed all the Sentiments 
of Nature and of Duty, and ſcarce cou'd he con- 
tain himſelf from treating him in a Manner, 


which wou'd have made him more inexcuſable 


than the other was, by that Barbarity which had 
denyed him the Performance of his Contract; 


greatly did he blame Cleomelia, but much more 
did he inveigh againſt Heartlove; and tho' he was 
extremely watch'd by Favonius, he found Means, 


in ſpite of all his Care, to execute a Project which 
he had form'd on the firſt Intelligence of his ha- 


ving been the Husband of Cleomelia. 


He had a very faithful Slave, who had attended 
him to Mocao, and return'd with him from that 


place; to him he related the whole Hiſtory of 
his Love and Misfortunes, adding, that he cou'd 


not hope for any Mitigation of his preſent Sor- 


rows without having taken that Satisfaction of 


Heartlove, which their Rivalſhip ſeem'd to require; 
and having made him the Confident of his moſt 


ſecret Thoughts touching this Affair, commanded 
him to deliver a Letter to Heartlove, which con- 


tain'd theſe Lines. 


To the injurious HEART LOVE. 


50h HO! not to act with Honour may very 
wa; well be excus'd in a Perſon to whom no 


Honour 


64900 
« Honour hag been us'd, and as you baſely took 


« the Advantage of my Abſence, and, like a = 
Thief, broke in upon my Treaſure, and rob'd 


Lag 
* 


me of all that was precious to my Soul; if I 


had privately hir'd Aſſaſſins, or had made uſe of 


my own Arm to ſtab you ſleeping and de- 


« fenceleſs, I know not if the Proceeding had 


been condemnable by Juſtice; yet will not 


„ ſo far copy out the vile Example you have. 
« ſet me, nor will I be your Rival in Treachery, 
e tho? I was ſo in Love. — In fine, the Wrong 
« you have done me is without Means of Re- 


<© paration ; prepare therefore to anſwer for it 


e with your Life, or by taking that of mine, put 


© a Period to the Miſeries you have brought on 


P. S. I defire our Meeting may be deferr'd 
e no longer than to Morrow; the Hour and 
“place leave to your own Choice, only remember 
* that as the Injury you have done me is real, I 
* ſhall accept of no Excuſes to evade the Satis- 


faction I require, and that if you fail to give it 
&* me, I ſhall not only proclaim your Cowardice, 


but alſo take the firſt Opportunity to do my- 
* ſelf Juſtice by another Way., | 


A Summons of this Nature was what Herr- 
love had expected ever ſince he had heard that 
Gaſper was return'd to Bengall, and was nor 
therefore ſurpriz'd at the Receipt of it; and be- 
ing a Coward neither through the Fear of Death, 
nor love of Life, preſently recollected what it was 
he ought to ſay, and return'd by the Bearer an 
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WILL not go about to confute your Ac- 
cuſations; you know as well as the whole 


Factory how unjuſt they are; and having 
much more Reaſon, both on my own Score 
and that of Cleomelia, to have a Prejudice to you, 
than you can polſibly have to hate me, I as little 


court your Friendſhipas I fear your Enmity 
and as the Circumſtances in which we are in- 


volv'd, will permit neither of us to live happy 


till the Death of the other, 1 willingly ſubmit 
to Fortune the Event; having this Conſidera- 


tion to encourage me in the Combat, that 


whether you fall by me, or I by you, Cleomelia, 


whoſe Intereſts were ever dearer to me than 


my own, Will no longer labour under the Af- 


fliction of a divided Obligation, but may paſs 
the Remainder of her Days in Peace, cither 
with Gaſper, or her at leaſt equally 13 
dAfectionate Husband, | 
HEARTLOVE. 


PF. S.“ Jo prevent any Interruption in our De- 


more than the Arrival of the appointed Hour to 


ſign, I think the Gardens of Bonaſales, the Keys 
ot Which, the Owner being abſent, 1 have in 


my poſſeſſion, will be a proper Place for us 


to decide this Controverſy, 1 will be there 
by break of Day, and wait your conn, 


unleſs you think fir to chuſe another, which 
you do, advertife me of it by a Line., 


The Rivals being thus agreed, there wanted no 


put an End to their Animoſity : Difficult is it to 


determine which of them long'd for it with the 
greateſt Impatience; neither of them, ſince de- 


priv'd 
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priv'd of Cleomelia, thought Life had any thing in 
it worth preſerving Gaſper, who; tho' he had 
many Impediments in his way to that Happi- 
neſs beſides the Title, Heartlove was in Poſleili- 
on of, yet did he implacably hate him for 


it, and in that Paſſion was every other Conſide- 


ration loſt. Heartlove on the other; side, doubt» 
ed not but if his Rival were dead, Cleo melia would 

return to his Embraces, and in that View, as well 
as a nimated by the ſecret Envy he had when- 
ever he reflected that he had bcen the firit Poſe 
ſeſſor of her Beauties, reſolv'd to do his utmait 
to remove that Bar to his Deſires, and makes him 
dearly pay for his paſt Joys. The Puniſhment de- 
creed by Law for Dueliſts was not thought of by 
either of them, or if it came a=croſs their Minds, 
but ſlightly regarded, each believing that he had 


Friends, Intereſt, and Money enough to procure 
a Pardon for himſelf : Both depending alike vn 


the Juſtice of his Cauſe and Courage ; and never 


did two Antagoniſts take the Field with greater 
Warmth, or Zealouſneſs to conquer. No time 
Was loſt in Words, but Pailion too mighty to vent 


itſelf in Words, broke into Action, and their 


good Swords teſtify'd what their Tongues had 


not the Power to ſpeak, The Sight of each other 


redoubling their mutual Animoſity, the Fury 


with which they met might fitly be compar'd to 
that of Tygers. The Eagerneſs with which each 
flew on his Antagoniſt made him forget the Art 
that is learn'd in Schools, Self Preſervation Was 
beneath the Toughts of theſe enrag'd Rivals; both 
ſcem'd to have no other Aim than the Life of his 
Enemy, and being wholly on the Offenſive bart, 
the Defenſive was entirely loſt, This raſh Proceed» 
ing had certainly in a very few Moments been 


fatal to both of them, had not the Sword of 
| Heartlove broke juſt as Its Maſter receiv'd that of 


3 Gaſper 


— — — —ę̃ — 
2 — — 


had been but a Swoon, not a real Death, in which 


„ 
Gaſper through his Body: He fell immediately, cry- 
ing, Gaſper, I forgive thee, then clos'd his Eyes 
to all Appearance, in the eternal Night of Death. 


Now. was the Survivor ſhock'd ; the Fire of 
Jealous Rage extint in Streams of Blood, 


gave way to Horror and Remorſe ; thoſe Con- 
ſiderations of the Dangers to which a Murder- 


er is ſubjected, both by the Law of God and 


Man, tho? before huſh'd by the louder Remora's 
of his tumultuous Paſſion, now aſſaulted him in 
the moſt dreadful Manner : A Thouſand and a 
Thouſand Times he curs'd his Raſhneſs, and 
wiſh'd the Deed undone ;' but as 'twas paſt recal, 


he at length recover'd Preſence enough of Mind 
to bethink himſelf what Courſe it was beſt for 


him to take for his Safety. He therefore, quitted 


the Body of Heartlove, and made all imaginable 


Speed home, where giving his Father an Account 
of what had happen'd, and deſiring him to give 
Information of it to the Servants of Heartlove, 
that they might remove the Body, he departed 

to the Sea-ſide, where he embark'd in a Veſſel 


Bound for Spain, there being no other at that 


time ready to fail, Fortune was ſo propitious 
to his-Prayers, that having a fair Wind, he was 
out of Reach of the Factory before what was done 
came to their Knowledge. 8 

It wou'd be needleſs to repeat the Lamenta- 
tions made by the Friends of Heartlove, when 
this unhappy Accident was blaz'd abroad ; no- 
thing but Erie was to be ſeen among the whole 
Factory; but ſome of them, more viſe than the 
reſt, ſuggeſted that there was a Poſlibility he 
might not be in reality dead, and wou'd needs 


have a Surgeon ſent for to examine his Wounds. 


The Sword of Gaſper yer remain'd in his Body, 
and when drawn out, diſcover'd indeed that it 


he 


FC 


he was involv'd. The Poignancy of the/Pain, at 


drawing forth the Weapon, brought him to him- 
ſelf; but having lain ſo long weltering in his Blood, 
which had flow'd in Abundance from his other 
Wounds, he was rendred ſo feeble that he cou'd 
not move a Finger, and was wholly depriv'd of 
Speech; nor had he but very little Remains of 
Senſe of what had paſt, or was now doing to 
him: His Wounds however being ſearch'd and 
carefully dreſt, the Surgeon found that there was 
a Pollibility he might recover, his greateſt Dan- 
ger being Loſs of Blood, and Delay of Applica- 


tion, which had occation'd his Hurts to take 


Air. The greateſt Diligence imaginable was us'd 


about him; for he had many faithful Friends as 


Well as dutiful and tender Servants, who wou'd 
_ ſuffer nothing to be omitted which might be 
conducive to the reſtoring to them again a Man 
ſo dear to them. They had the Satisfaction to 
find that after he had ſlept, he appear'd much 
more compos'd than he had been, and on the 
opening of his Wounds, that none of them had 
feſter'd, which had been the Surgeons chief Fear: 
in fine, as he grew not worſe, it was reaſonable 
to hope he wou'd grow better, which indeed 
he did, but ſo ſlowly, that ir might be ſaid to 
proceed by unperceiv'd Degrees; for full three 
Months was he confin'd to his' Bed, and as ma- 
ny more to his Chamber; and when at laſt he 
came abroad, he ſeem'd rather a Ghoſt than ali- 
ving Man. | 
Heartlove being now paſt Danger, Favonius ſent 


for his Son, who from Time to Time he till 
heard from; but when he moſt defir'd to know 


where he was, he was not to be found; and a 
young Merchant of thar Country, whoſe former 
Intimacy with him encourag'd that Freedom, 
breaking open the Letter which Fævonius had 


Written 


—— 
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(54) 
written, and finding the Contents were a Per- | 


miſſion to return Home, anſwer'd it by the firſt 
Ship in this manner. Gs! 


: To FavoniUus, 


IX, = 1 

« 8 CE my Acquaintance with your Son, the 

„ca accompliſhed Ga. per, neither of us have had 

any Affairs which have not been common to 

both; for which Reaſon, in his Abſence, I took 

* theLiberty of opening all Letters directed to him: 

„ Finding one from you commanding his Return, 

el thought it wou'd be an ill Proof of the Friend- 

* ſhip I had vow'd him, to permit his Father 

eto continue in any Suſpence from which I cou'd 

„ deliver him; know then, that he has left theſe 

parts two Months ſince, for no ill Cauſe I do 

* aſſure you, unleſs to be too charming be as 

« much a Fault in Reality, as it is a Misfortune 

„ in a Country where Jealouſy is fo natural as 

* with us; in tine, he happen'd to be well in the 

« Eſteem of a fine Lady, the Wife of one of our 
% Dons, A Bullet or Stiletto was the leaſt. 

© he cou'd have expected; to prevent which he 

te departed privately, to what Place I am entirely 

« ignorant, but doubt not but that I ſhall here- 

after be inform'd, and alſo a more exact Ac- 

% count of the Reaſons which took him with 
* ſo much Suddenneſs from us than can be 
given of it by any other than himſelf, which 
ra „as ſoon as I receive ſhall be communicated 
WO JOIN: 4755 . Pen, 

| Your moſt humble 

©. tho' unknown Servant, | 
FERDINANDO GONZO. 
e How 
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How great a Vexation this muſt be to Fawoniur, 
let him who is a Father judge ; the Troubles he 
had been involv'd in on his Score, made him 
now heartily wiſh that he had never contradicted 
his Inclination in marrying with Cleomelia; he 
had been oblig'd ro conſume more Money on re- 
moving him from Place to Place, and anſwer- 
ing the Bills he drew upon him, than wou'd 
have been equivolent to the Fortune he cou'd 
have expected for him with a Wife; but Repen- 
tance was in vain, ſhe was now otherwiſe diſpos'd 
of, and he depriv'd of the Preſence of a Son, 
in whom he plac'd his chief Delight. In this 
Perturbation of Mind let us leave him for a 
while, and ſce in what Manner the principal 
Subject ot this little Hiſtory paſt her Time. 
The unhappy Cleomelia being embark'd for 
England, as has been before related, deſigning to 
paſs the Remainder of her Days in the ſtricteſt 
. Celibacy with ſome of her Relations, whom 
as yet ſhe knew but by Report, ſail'd for ſome 
Days with a proſperous Gale; but on a ſudden 
there aroſe ſo violent a Storm, that in leſs than 
two Hours, they loſt all their Maſts; the Art of 
Navigation grew entirely uſeleſs, the Pilot no 
more than a common Man, and none capable of 
any other Defence from the impending Ruin, 
than ſuch as humble Prayers and Tears afforded ; 
But Heaven ſeem'd deaf to all; from every Corner 
of the ar gry Sky the thundering Tempeſt roar'd, 
and never was a Scence of greater Horror and 
Confuſion than that which now appear'd among 
the atfrighted Sailors. Cleomelia, tho* weary of 
the World for the Misfortunes which had ſo 
early fallen upon her in it, could not be told 


that there was nv Pollibility of eſcaping, with» 


out feeling thoſe Shucks Which are naturally the 
Attendants of the King of Terrors ; ſhe mw in 
EO her 


om 


her Cabin on her Knees, implor ing Forgiveneſs 


of Heaven for the Tranſgreſſion, which in that 


Hurry of Spirit ſhe could remember to have been 


guilty of, when the Captain of the Ship came 


into her, and putting himſelf into the ſame po- 


ſture with her; Permit me, Madam, ſaid he, to 


joyn my Devotions wich yours, and alſo to boaſt 


the Means of preſerving you, or periſning near you; 
it it bepoſſible that Heaven ſhould permit its moſt 


perfect Workman ſhip ſo obſcure an End. par- 


don, me Madam, (continu'd he) perceiving ſhe 


look'd aſtoniſh'd at his Words and the paſſio- 
nate Accent in which they were deliver'd, par- 
don me this ill- timed Declaration, which yet 1 


had not made, did I not firmly believe, nor in- 


deed can any thing leſs than a Miracle relieve us, 


the devouring Waves will ſoon overwhelm us in 


one common Grave; and it is even more terrible 

to me than the Death which threatens, to die 
unknown to be the Admirer of ſuch Excel- 
lence. I have loy'd ; I have ador'd you from 
the firſt Moment I beheld you, and as my Flame 
was hopeleſs, a thouſand Times have wiſh'd for 


Death: Nor is there now any thing ſhocking in 


its near Approaches, but that you are the Part- 
ner of ſo ſad a Deſtiny. OQ | forgive me that I 
ſo raſhly call'd on Fate, I ſhould have waited till I 
had ſeen you ſafe, then told you my unhappy 
Story, and died to expiate the Sin of my Pre- 
_ ſumption, . YE: ak 2 

The Amazement with which Cleomelia liſtned 
to ſuch a Declaration, may with greater Eaſe be 
imagin' d than expreſs'd ; At firſt ſhe thought that 
the ſudden Dangers in whichthey were involv'd, 


had turn'd his Brain; but finding nothing in his 
"Diſcourſe incoherent, or like Frenzy, ſhe knew 
not in what manner to reply to ſo unexpected 


and fo extravagant a Proof of Paſſion, Heavens! 
518 | FO cry'd, 


oy 
v1; BCE 


( 


ery'd ſhe, can it be poſſible, that in this dreadful 


Hour ought can find Room in thy Soul, but che 


Dangers it brings with ic | — were this Diſ- 
courſe directed to me at any other time, I ſhouid 


imagine it intended only to divert that Melan- 
cholly which I have but too juſt a Cauſe for; but 
fince I cannot believe you ill · naturd enough to 


inſult my Misfortunes, I knaw not to what Source 
I can impute it, unleſs ic be, that too great a 
Senſe of Death has depriv'd you of the Power 
af preparing for it, and deſtray'd Reaſon and 


Reflection. I wonder not, reply d he, that you 


ſnould judge in this manner: The Strangeneſs of 


my Paſlion, and the more ſtrange Method of my 
diſcovering it, has, 1 confeſs, no other Face, than 


that of Madneſs : Yet, Oh, Cleomelia, had you 
been ever ſenſible what it is to love like me, and 
to deſpair, I ſhould not then complain the want 
of Pity from you. Alaſs! (reſum d ſhe, burſting 


into a Flood of Tears, which iſſued in greater a» 


bundance at this Remora of her former paſſion, 
than all her Fears of Death had been able to ex- 
tract from her) as if you knew not the Hiſtory 
of my Misfortunes ; is it not publickthat to Love 


and Deſpair it is owing. that I have left Bengall, 
and am now expos'd to the Fury of this wild 


Tempeſt, and che unrelenting Elements? Vet, Ma- 
dam, anſwer'd he, wide is the Difference between 
our Fate; you forſook not Bengall, nor provok'd 
adverſe Fortune, becauſe you were not lov'd, but 


| becauſe you were ſo too much, — Were you leſs 


dear to Gaſper, or to Heartove, you had not been 
unhappy ; at moſt you can but call yourſelf the 
Sacrifice of Honour; Love would cc ſent to bleſs 
your utmoſt Withes, did not too ſcrupulous Vir- 
tue interpoſe, and make yau wretch'd. But what 
remains for me, but the urmoſt Extremicy of De- 
ſpair I who have two that boaſt a lawful Claim 
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above me; ſhould Heartlove die, your Contract as 
well as Inclination reſtores you to the happy 


Seſper's Arms; or ſhould Heaven rid me of that 
belov'd Rival, you are unconteſtibly the Wife of 
Hearilove; nay, ſhould both periſh, my own De- 
merits would render me ſtill hopeleſs of Suc- 
Ceſs ;—— Never, never, could my poor Service 
be acceptable to Cleomelia, 
Proſpect but of Miſery, unintermitting Miſery, 
and never did the condemn'd Criminal receive 
.his Pardon with greater Joy than I wou'd do 
the Certainty of approaching Death, wou'd Hea- 
ven vouchſafe me b 

you from that Ruin which my inadvertent Prayers, 
to bring upon my ſelf, have alſo involv'd you in. 


They were in this Converſation, when on a 
ſudden that dreadful Roll of Sea which had ſo 


lately toſs'd roo and fro the batter'd Veſſel, ſunk 


into a Calm; no more the Surges roar'd, the 


warring Winds were ſilent, nor heav'd with boi- 
ſtrous Force the Boſom of the Deep: Down pour'd 
a Crew of the now tranſported Mariners, and 
with rude Joy crying out, they had a Sight of 
Land, interrupted their Captain's paſſionate Ad- 
_ dreſſes. If not for his own, for Cleomelia's Sake, 
he felt enough of Joy at theſe Tidings, to for- 


= the Manner in which they were related ; 


e ran immediately on Deck, where through 
the Glaſſes he indeed diſcover'd Land; but as 
the Sky grew more clear, was not a little aſto- 


' niſh'd to find that ſin ce they had loſt their Com- 


' Paſs, Maſts, and Sails, they had been a quice 
Contrary Way to that in which they ſet out: 
- He cou'd not as yet gueſs what Country 
it was they law, but making a Virtue of Necelli- 
ty, they reſolvid to make toward it as well as 
their Tempcſt- beaten Bark wou'd permit; but 


little 


Life affords no 


ut the Means of preſerving. 
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all their endeavours had be vain, had not the the 


7 (IF 
little Wind which now blew, turn'd on a 
ſudden, and drove the Veſſel toward the Port; 
which, as ſoon as they enter'd, they found was 
Ternata, one of the Malucco Iſlands: Rejoyc'd were 
they to perceive they were not thrown on an 


uninhabited Shore, and much more that there 


were many Chriſtians in the Iſland, who tho 
Portugueze, they doubted not but wou'd defend 
them from any Inſults from the Natives, who 
are a barbarous and unciviliz'd ſort of People, 
treating Strangers, from whom they have no Ex- 
pectations of Gain, with the utmoſt Cruelty. The 
Captain thought himſelf happy in having the 


Opportunity of congratulating Cleomelis on her 
Eſcape, much more than he did in the Conſide- 


ration of ſaving himſelf and Cargo from ſo e- 
minent a Danger: He had the Advantage of 
ſpeaking Portugueze very well, having formerly 


convers'd with ſome of that Nation, and addreſ- 


ſing himſelf to the Chief he found in this Place, 
was handſomely receiv'd, and aflur'd of Protecti- 
on for himſelf and Company. He was lodg'd, 
as was alſo Cleomelia, and the Officers of the 
Ship under him, in the Houſe of one of the great- 
eſt Merchants in the Iſland: His own obliging 
Deportment, and the Beauty and Accompliſh- 
ments of Cleomelia, gain'd them ſo much the 
Eſteem and Love of the Family with whom they 
were, that had they been with their neareſt and 
deareſt Relations, they cou'd not have been treat- 
ed with greater Reſpe& and Tenderneſs. The 
Ship was endeavour'd to be repair'd by the beſt 


Workmen in the Place; but it was ſo much im- 


pair'd by the Tempeſt, that there was no put- 
ting out to Sea again in it, without running into 
a Danger equal to that they had before eſcap'd. 
The Captain was all this time. as happy as the 
continual Prefence of the Woman he ador'd cou d 
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make him: But alaſs1 the Paſſion of which he 
was poſſeſt is not of a Nature to be eafily con- 


tented; the more it is allow'd the more it till 
encroaches, and nothing leſs than all which is 


in the Power of the darling Object to beſtow, 


can make it perfectly ſatisfy d; it was but a Pain- 

mix'd Joy he felt in entertaining Cleomelia with 
the Affection he had for her; ſince the Knowledge 
of her ſtrict Virtue oblig' d him to confine all 
his Expreſſions, his Actions, and even his ver 
Looks to thoſe Rules; but tho? he ſo totally di 


pair d of ever obtaining more from her than he at 


preſent enjoy'd, that he durſt not ſo much as let 
her know he wiſh'd it, yet did he eſteem it ſo 
great a Bleſſing to ſte her, and receive thoſe 
Marks of Friendſhip, which, without any Injury 
either to Gaſper Or Heartlove, ſhe might beſtow, 
that he cou'd not complain of his Condition. 
Never did he break out into Exclatnations on the 

Severity of his Fortune, but when he conſider'd 
that the Happineſs he was now poſſeſt of, was 
but of ſhort Continuance, and that a time muſt 
arrive when he no more ſhou'd have the Li- 
berty to gaze uninterrupted on her ſhining Eyes, 
to liſten to the engaging Accents of her Voice, 
and obſerve the gratetul acknowledgments of all 
her Behaviour for the Services ſhe receiv'd from 
him; perhaps, the Leave he ſhould take of her 
at her Arrival in England, wou'd be the laſt time 


he ſhould ever be permitted to ſee her; he knew |, 


not in what Part of that Kingdom ſhe intended 
to fix her Habitation, nor indeed was ſhe certain 
of herſelf, till ſhe found how fhe ſhould be re- 
ceiv'd by thoſe of her Kindred to whom fhe 
deſign'd to apply. Whenever therefore he fell 
into theſe Reflections, he was like one bereft of 
Keaſon; at other Times he appear'd tolerably ſe- 
date, and had enough the Command of his Hu- 
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mour to veil the ſecret Diſorders of his Soul in the 
Preſence of that atHied Lady, and invent a thou- 
ſand little Amuſements to divert her Melancholly ; 
and had the Satisfaction to perceive l:is Endeavours 
fail'd not of the Succeſs they aim'd, the Gloom 

which, when ſhe parted from Bengall, hung heavy 
on her Brow, began by Degrees to\lidiomee, and 
| ſhe wou'd at ſome times appear extremely chearful. 
But thoꝰ that Exceſs of Sorrow ſhe had been in, was 
a little abated, ſhe ſtill had Remainders of it in her 
Heart which were not to be remov'd ; whenever 
ſhe was alone, ſhe was continually meditating on 
the Severity of her Fate, in ſuffering her not only 
to be unhappy herſelf, but alſo occaſioning Misfor- 
tunes to all who had anyreal Regard for her; Gaſper, 
Heartlove, and this Captain, wou'd ſhe ſay to 
herſelf, three of the moſt worthy Men the World 
contains, had I not been, or being, been un- 
| known to them, might have been as happy as 
they now are miſerable, — Wretched Cleome- 
lia, how haſt thou undone, and how art thou thy- 
ſelf undone ! In this manner wou'd ſhe lament ; 
but when the Violence of her Concern for the 
Vnhappineſs her Beauty had brought on theſe 


Gentlemen a little gave way to Self-Intereſt, 


whatever Reaſon ſhe might have to wiſh Gaſper 
or Heartlove had lov'd her with leſs Sincerity, 
ſhe cou'd not find in her Heart to think that 
of the Captain any other than, in her preſent 
Circumſtances, the greateſt Good that cou'd have 
befallen her; for had he regarded her but with 
the fame Deſires which the Difference of Sex ex- 
cites, how impollible wou'd it have been for her 
to have 2 ok herſelf from being compell'd 
to gratify them; with how much Eaſe might 
he — triumph'd over that Virtue, which to 
retain entire, ſhe had forſaken the moſt endear- 
ing of his Sex, and with whom ſhe had the Sancti- 
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on of the Law to authorize her living, and at 
the ſame time quitted a Life of Eaſe, of Gran- 
deur, and Reſpect, for one which cou'd promiſe 


her nothing but a long Series of Dangers, Per- 


plexities, Suhjection, and all the Woes which 


wait on a Dependance on the precarious Favours 
of Relations. By the Captain's paſt Behaviour, 


ſhe was free from all Fears of the future, and had 


receiv'd too many Proofs of the ſincereA we which 


accompanied his Paſſion, to be under any Appre- 
henſions that he wou'd ever treat her in a man- 
ner which the ſhou'd not approve; and if the 
Generoſity of her Nature made her extremely 
rroubled for the Pain he muſt ſuffer in ſuch a 


Reſtraint, the Care ſhe had of her Virtue made 


her much more rejoyce that he had ſo much the 
Government of his Deſires ; fain wou'd ſhe have 
perſwaded him to return to Hengall, to give an 


Account to the Factory of the Misfortune which 


had befallen his Veſſel; which he might eaſily have 
done, Ships being continually paſſing and repalling 
| between Ternata and that Kingdom; but no Con- 
ſiderations of his own Intere(t cou'd prevail with 
him to quit her till he had ſeen her 5 landed 
in the Place to which ſhe deſign'd to go, — Full 
eleven Months did they wait in Hope of a Ship 


for England; but none in all that time going out, 


and many every Day for Portugal, ſhe reſol Vd at 


jaſt to embark in one of them tor that place, and 


from thence go for England. He ſtill perſiſted in 
his Reſolution of accompany ing her, and accord- 
ingly did; but tho' they ſet out with a fair Wind, 
and had all the Proſpect they cou'd deſire of a 
good Voyage, they had not ſall'd many Leagues 
efore they were driven back by the ſuddenChange 
of Weather: Three times were they thus diſap- 
pointed, yet venturing out the fourth, a Tempeſt 
almoſt as terrible as that which had forc'd them 
Es on 
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on Ternata, made them glad to take Refuge a- 


mong the Iſlands of the Maldives. There were 
they again oblig'd to wait ſome time for the re- 
pairing their Veilel ; but the Scarcity of Conve- 
niencies in this Place, and the Hardſhip they 
were driven to, joyn'd to the inceſſant Fatigue 
they had ſo long undergone, threw Cleomelia into 
an Indiipoſition, of which ſhe muſt have dy'd for 
want ut ticip, had not the Strength of her Con- 
ſtirution been ſuperior to what is ordinary for a 
perlon uf her Sex and Delicacy of bringing up; 
it nutwithſtanding held her ſo long, that the Ship 
being retitied, was oblig'd to put to Sea without 
he, Which being told after her Recovery, was 
near throwing her into a Relapſe with the Vexa- 
tion, not knowing how long the might be con- 
fin'd in that diſmal and unhoſpitable Place. The 


Captain, however, always diligent in every thing 


that might be conducive to her Eaſe, went every 
Day to the Sca - ſide to inquiie what Veſſels were to 
go out. One Day as he was on this Errand, he ſaw 
ac 4 little Diſtance a Face which he fancy'd him- 


{elf acquainted with, and drawing more near, di- 


vided between Hope and Fear, he gave himſelf 


up to Joy, perceiving it was the Commander of 


a Ship belonging to the Factory of Bengall, and 
one with whom he had been formerly extremely 


intimate. Nothing can mote enliven the Spiriis 


than to meet With a Friend in a place where one 
expects nothing but Strangers, and thoſe alto 
from the difference of whule Manners, Religion, 

or Laws, one has little but Barbarity and ill 


Treatment to look for: Equal was the Satisfacti- 


on of theſe two Gentlemen; but it would be al- 
together foreign from the dtory Which empluy'd 
my pen, to take up my Readerſwith any Repctiti» 
on of their mutual Congratulations, buth having 
|  elcap'd dhip- wrack by the ſame storm, mw weem 
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driven on the ſame Coaſt, tho' in different Ports, 
nor had been till now hindred from the Pleaſure 


il, they enjoy'd in meeting, had not the latter 
2+ been confin'd to his Bed by a long Sickneſs, from 
Which he was but juſt recover'd. But after each 


ö 
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had related to his Friend the Adventure which | 


had brought him thither, Captain Comrade, which 
was the Name of the Lover of Cleomelia, began to | 


ask the other concerning the Affairs of the Gen- 


tlemen of the Factory, particularly thoſe of Gaſber 
and Heartlove: In anſwer to which, he related the 


Duel that had been fought between them, the 


manner in which the latter of them had been left 
in the Gardens of Bonaſales, the Eſcape of Gaſper, 


and how the other had beyond all Hope or Ex- 
pectation recover'd of his Wounds ; but added, 
that that unhappy Gentleman was ſince dead, as 


ſome thought of an inward Decay occaſion'd by 


the Hurts he got in that Quarrel, but accordin 
to the more general Opinion, of Grief for the 


Departure of Cleomelia, and that Ga per Was N 7 
t 


Day expected at Bengal with a Lady whom 
was ſaid he was married to in Spzjy, How im- 
ollible wou'd it be to repreſent the Emotions 
which fill'd the Soul of Comrade, at Tidings at once 
ſo delightful and ſurprizing ; that Right which 
the Law had given one Man over Cleomelia, was an« 


null'd by Death, and that which her own Inclina- 


tions had beſtow'd on another, was by his Falſe- 
hood yielded up; ſhe was now free, and what but 
an Hour ago he wou'd have hazarded Life but to 
1 might one Day be, he found the Certainty 

of being already compleated.— At once from 
the molt deſpalring, he was rais'd to the molt 
elevated State a Lover can arriveat till in imme» 
diate poſſelllon of the Ultimate of his Wiſhes. 


—— tHe embrac'd the Officer who gave him 


this Intelligence a thouſand Times, and having 
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glven him a brief Account of the Occaſion of his 


Tranſport, carrying him to the Houſe where Cle 
omelia Was lodg'd, where he oblig'd him to re- 
_ peat all he had inform'd him touching Heartlove 
and Gaſper, . 

It is not to be imagin'd that ſo ardent a Lover 
forgot to obſerve with the utmoſt Watchfulneſs 
the Countenance of Cleomelia, during the Relation 
of this News; it was with the moit penetratin 
Eyes that he look'd on her, and had the inexpreſ- 
ſible Satisfaction to perceive the Tears ſhe ſhed 
for Heartlove denoted no greater an Affliction 
than what proceeded merely from the Generoſity 
and Gratitude of her Nature to one to whom the 
had ſo highly been oblig'd ; and that there was 
ſo much Indignation and Diſdain mix'd with the 
Grief ſhe conceiv'd at thelnconſtancy and Falſhood 
of Gaſper, that it more than poilible denoted the 
other would be but ſhortliv'd, and ſhe would in 
as little time be as free from the Chains of palſi- 
on as ſhe already was from thoſe of Law or Ob- 
ligation, He ſpoke not one Word to her how» = 
| ever, nor once offer'd to interrupt the Exclama- 
tions ſhe made, either for the one or the other, 
during the whole Time his Friend ſtay'd; but 

he was no ſooner gone, than throwing himſelf on 


his Knees before her, Think me not too pre- 


ſuming, Madam, ſaid he, if 1 flatter myſelf 
with a Belief that Heaven approves my Flame; 
and as the moſt ſublime Love is moſt worthy of 
the divineſt Beauty, it has left you at Liberty to 
reward the Sufferings of him who belt deſerves 
you. Heartlove no doubt had Honour and Affe di- 
on, yet could not hope the happy Enjoyment of 
you, While your Vows were undiſchary'd from 
their firſt Contract; but Goſper having now broke 
through thoſe Ties by marrying with another, 
nothing remains to hinder me from being as 
1 compleatly 
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compleatly bleſt as it is in the Power of Fate to 


make me, if you vouchſafe to own my Suir, and 


think the Offer I make you of my eternal Ser- 


vices worthy Acceptance. It was with a fad 


and dejected Air ſhe liſtn'd to theſe Words, bur 
with no Marks of Anger or Diſlike; it rather had 
in it ſomewhat of a Tenderneſs exceeding all ſhe 
had ever yet regarded him with; and having look'd 
on him with a fix'd Attention for ſome Mo- 
ments ; at length anſwer'd him in theſe Terms: 


*Tis yet too ſoon to think of making a new 


Choice, ſaid ſhe, if ever I am prevail'd upon to 
do it: Beſides, as it was owing to a falſe Report, 
that I before fallify'd the Vow _ to Gaſper, 
I will be more aſſur'd than the Intelligence I have 
receiv'd can make me, that he is baſe before I 
venture on the ſame Rock, in which already my 


Peace of Mind was wreck'd, and involve a ſe- 


cond Husband in the ſame Guilt with my former 
one, of marrying one, who in the Eye of Hea- 


ven, is Wife of another: But to teſtify how great 


a Senſe I have of your generous Affection and 
Favours I have receiv'd from you, accept of the 

Aſſurance I now give, that if I find myſelf 

in a Condition to be yours without a Crime, I. 
will be ſo. All the Expreſſions of Joy, of Gra- 
titude, of Tenderneſs, that Wit can form would 
come far ſhort of the Demonſtrations he gave 
her of his.—— There is a mute Orator which 
ſhames all Language, and more effectually finds 


the Way to the Hcart than any thing the Tongue 


can utter; not that his was ſilent, but what he 


{aid was accompanyed with ſuch Looks and Ge- 
ſtures, as added a double Force to what he ſpoke. 


— Their Converſation ended wich a Reſolution 


to embark with the Captain who had brought 
this ſurprizing Account of the Change of their 


Affairs on board his Veſſel, which was now in a 
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good Condition to go out, and was to ſet Sail for 


- Bengall the firſt Wind, . 


Long did they not wait ; a Gale arofe which 


tempted them to embark, and continued pro- 
ſperous till ir wafted them to their deſir'd Port: 
Where they were no ſooner landed, than Cleo- 


melia had the Captain's News confirm'd by Mul- 
titudes of her Acquaintance, who came to viſic 
her at her Arrival, A Kinſman of the deceas'd 
Heartlove ſhe found in Poſſeſſion of her Houſe, as 


next Heir to him; but he immediately relign'd it 


to her, as alſo all his Effects, producing the Books 
and giving her a fair Account of every thing. 


She was now one of the richeſt Widows in the 


Place, and Comrade had no longer an Oppoituni- 
ty co teſtify how diſintereſted his Pailion was, 
ſince the Fortune ſhe was at preſent poſſeſs'd of, 
more than equall'd that of his, than which no- 


thing could be more a Vexation to this gene- 


xous Lover, who wiſh'd ſhe might have had no 
other Dowry than herſelf, that he might have 
prov'd 'twas that alone he aim'd at the Enjoy- 
ment of: Expreiling himſelf ſomewhat to this 


Purpoſe one Day, ſhe would nor ſuffer him 


to go on, but with the moſt obliging Smile, in- 


terrupted him in this manner: You ought not, 


ſaid ſhe, to think with Regret on that which 
gives me ſo much Pleaſure ; would you have ir 


always in your Power to confer Favours, and 


never in mine to return them? Enough have you 


demonſtrated the Generofity of your Soul, by ma- 


king an Offer of your Affections even in the ut- 


moſt Meanneſs of my Fortune: Now tis my Turn 


to prove that I value a better State for no other 
Reaſon, than to oblige a Man ſo worthy of it; 
and when I am once aſcertain'd, as I will ſhortly 
be, that the Report we heard of Gaſper is as much 


of a Piece with Truth as that of the unhappy 
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Heartlove, you ſhall no longer complain of an 
unſucceſsfull Paſſion. Conrade was about to re- 
ply in a manner becoming his Affection, and 
her Merit, when he was prevented by a Ser- 

vant comirg in to acquaint Cleomelia that Faves 
nius was at the Gate, and entreated to ſee her. 
To hear a Man, who had formerly ſo much con- 
temn'd her, inſulted her Father on the propos'd 
Marriage between her and Gaſper, and on all Oc- 
caſions declar'd himſelf ſo much her Enemy, was 
cometo viſit her, appear'd extremely ſtrange ; nor 
could ſhe gueſs on what Account, and whether 
It was to her Surprize, or to ſomthing of a ſofter 
Emotion which ſwell'd within her Soul at the 
Thoughts of entertaining the Father of Gaſper 1s 
uncertain; but ſo great was her Confuſion, that 
ſhe could not preſently make any Reply; but 
when ſhe had enough recover'd herſelf to it, or- 
der d that he ſhould be admitted Conrade would 
have taken his Leave, but ſhe would by no 
Means permit him, ſaying, that whatever Buſineſs =" 
Favonius had with her, ſhe defir'd not it ſhould be 
a Secret to him. How great an Obligation this was 
to him any one may Jadge ; the immediate En- \ 
= trance of Favonius allow'd him not the Liberty of 
- giving thoſe Retributions he would otherwilc have 
q done, and he was oblig d to content himſelf with 
1  liſtning to the Eclairciſment of ſo unexpected a 
Viſit, which Favonius made in theſe Words. 
I wonder not, Madam, ſaid he, that you ap- 
ear ſurpris'd at the Preſence of a Man who has 
itherto given you onlyCauſes for Hatred; but to 
—— you that I ſincerely repent what's paſt, 
come to offer you the Means of Redreſs, and 
that as the higheſt Bleſſing which, blind to your 
good Qualities, I once look'd on as my greateſt 

Curſe. There are in Language no Words which 

can deſcribe as it ought the Grief, the —_ the 
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Shock which ſeiz'd the Soul of Comrade at this 
Diſcourſe, nor the Diſorder and Confuſion of that 
of Cleomelia: She knew not what to think or hope, 
rather ſhe could not have the Power to think at 
all; but endeavouring to conceal her Agitations 
as much as poſſible ; when you give me your Rea- 
ſons, Sir, ſaid ſhe, for ſo ſudden and ſo unexpected 
a Change in your Diſpoſicion I ſhall be better able 
to judge in what manner I ought to reply, which 
at preſent I confeſs my ſelf at a loſs. to do. Oh, 
Cleomelia ! reſum: d he, with a Voice and Geſture 
which expreſt the utmoſt Diſcontent and Purtur- 
bation of Mind, juſtly am I puniſh'd for my Con- 
tempt of your pei fections; Gaſper, that Son on 
whom I ſo much doated, that I thought no Wo- 
man worthy of him who wanted any one Arti- 
cle that can be wiſh'd in a Wife, is now be- 
come the Husband of one who I foreſee will be 
a greater Diſhonour to my Family than I ſordid- 
ly imagin'd the want of Wealth would be. 
He is married, and if you do not ſtill continue 
to love him, muſt be che moſt undone and 
wretched Man or Earth. Not all the Conſter- 
nations ſhe was in in her whole Life equall'd 
| What theſe Words occaſion'd in her; to be 
told that Gaſper was married, yet muſt be un- 
happy if ſhe continued not her Affection to him, 
and to be told ſo by his Father, ſeem'd ſuch a 
My ſtery as was impoſſible to be unfolded; and in 
the Wonder it rais'd, took away great Part of the 
Shock which the Confirmation of his Falſhood 
wou'd have given her in ſpite of her Reſolutions 
to the contrary ; but both joyn'd together, took a- 
way the Power of Speech, and ſhe ſtood fix'd, 
by her enquiring Eyes alone demanding an Ex- 
planation of this Riddle; which Language Fa- 
_ wonius Underſtanding, put an End to her Suſpence 
in theſe Words: Yes, Madam, tis in your Power 
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fer him to marry without a Fortune. 


to reſtore to me a Son, to yourſelf a Husband, 
and Gaſper to Happineſs, raſhly forfeited, by pro- 


ducing that Contract made between you, and 
which gives you a prior Claim above all Women 


in the World. I have been this Day with the 
Governor, who has promis'd to do you Juſtice in 


this Affair, and all ro whom I have mention'd it 
are of Opinion, that it is only Cleomelia can be 


the lawful Wife of Gaſper. The ſetting Sun glows 


not with a freſher or more lively Red than did 
the Face of Cleomelia; but they were Bluſhes not 
of Shame or Joy, but of Rage and Indignation 


Which painted ir, and looking on him with 
Eyes which ſparkled with ſeverer Fires than e- 


ver they had been ſeen to dart, and would you 


have recourſe to Law, ſaid ſhe, to force a Man 
to do me Juſtice, who takes ſuch Methods to a- 


void me? No, Favonius, the Falſhood and Incon- 


ſtancy of your Son has rendred him as unworthy | 


of my Alliance, as my Indigence of Fortune 
made me once ſeem of yours. I will not, in 


Conſideration of your Age, return the Inſults 
with which you have treated me, but deſire you 
to give yourſelf no further Trouble in this Affair, 


in which I never ſhall be brought to joyn; and 
am ſo far from diſturbing the Felicity of Gaſper 
and his new Bride, that co put them out of all 
Apprehenſions of what Love or Jealouſy may 
prompt me to, I will with all convenient Speed 
give my Hand to this Gentleman. In ſpeaking 
this ſhe turn'd from him with the urmoſt Diſdain, 
and plac'd herſelf by Conrade, who was fitting on 
a Sofa near her. 5 Ne 

Her Anſwer was too poſitive to leave Favonius 


any room to hope Succeſs, and therefore de- 
parted, curſing his ill Fortune, and that Avarice, 


which had ſent his Son abroad, rather than ſuf- 


Now | 
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Now. had the tranſported Conrade an Opportu- 
nity to vent the grateful Sentiments of his glad 
Soul; and as never Man was poſſeſt of more, 
never Man expreſs'd em in ſofter or more en- 
gaging manner: The Flutter of Cleomelia's Spirits 
was not yet over however, nor could ſhe hold 


a long Converſation with him without Pain; ſhe 


long'd to be alone, to give a Looſe to Reflection 
on the preſent and the paſt, and revolve within 
| herſelf the Conſequences of the future: The en- 
amour'd Comrade eaſily perceiving what her Com- 
laiſance would not ſuffer her to own, took 
is Leave, tho exceedingly againſt his Inclina- 
tions. | 8 
hen left alone, a Whirl of confugd Ideas ran 
through her diſtracted Mind; the bliſsfull Mo- 
ments ſhe had formerly paſt with Gaſper, the Wild- 
neſs of bis Grief at her Marriage with Heart- 
love, his late Inconſtancy, the ſtrange Alterati- 
on in his Father's Humours, the Love and Merits 
of Conrade, and the odd Events which had made 
her rewarding his Affection with a kind of 
Debt: A while did ſhe lament her ill Fortune; 
but the Suggeſtions of Deſpair at length gave 
way to the Proſpe& of approaching Happineſs in 
a Marriage with Comrade, ſhe reſolv'd to give 
way no more to the ſweet Deluſions of Paſ- 
ſion, bur lie down in Peace in that ſerene and 
quiet Aſylum, which Heaven ſeem'd to offer her 
in the Arms of Conrade. Let remembring how 
greatly ſhe had already ſuffer'd, by giving Cre- 
dit to a falſe Appearance, ſhe ſent the next Day 
to learn a more full Account of the Marriage of 
Gaſper, which being confirm'd by many Perſons 
who had ſeen his Wife, and who had receiv'd 
Letters from him to give her Credit till hisArrival, 


ſſme no longer duubicd of the Truth, and was in 


a {malltime married to the adoring Conrade. 


RCT 
For ſome Time did this happy Husband indulge 
himſelf with his fair Bride, in thoſe Delights Te 5 

Deſpair of which had coſt him ſo many Hours of 
Woe; but the Calls of Buſineſs at length muſt 
be obey d, the Factory accus d him of Sloth, and 
there was an abſolute Neceſſity that he muſt leave 

Bengall: Severe was the Pangs it coſt him to leave 
his dear Cleomelia, but there was no avoiding 
it; at parting three Drops of Blood fell from 

his Noſe, which being look d on as an unlucky 
Omen, redoubled his Agonies, and making him 
imagine he ſhould never ſee her more, rendred 
him almoſt incapable of ſeparating from her; but 
at length, rearing himſelf away, he went the 
moſt diſconſolate and afflicted Man alive. Nor 
was his beloved Wife without her Share of Sor- 
row; the Generofity, Honour, and Affection ſhe 
had found in him, ſo won upon her Soul, that 
if ſhe lov'd him not with that Fondneſs ſhe had 
done Gaſper, it was with an unſpeakable Tenders 
neſs ; but ic was not long alaſs! that ſhe had 
the Misfortune of being parted from fo endear- 
ing a Husband to lament; that Grief was quickly 
ſwallow'd up in other more terrible to be born: 
Happening to riſe one Morning more early than 
was her Cuſtom, ſhe went to take the Air by the 
Sea - ſide, which in thoſe Countries is extremely 
pleaſant and refreſhing ; her Mclancholly made 
her little defirous of Society, and ſhe had no 
other Company with her than ſome few Slaves 
who follow'd to prote& her from any Inſults 
ſhe might meet with in that ſolitary Place. She 
had not walk'd far, before ſhe heard the Voice 
of Perſons who ſecm'd in diſtreſs at a Diſtance, 

.. Crying for Help ; ſhe mov'd a little nearer to the 
Place whence the Sound proceeded, and fending 
a Slave before to ſee the Cauſe, he perceiv'd two 

Men lying in the Hollow of a Rock, — 

| | h „ 
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and bound Hand and Foot with Cords, and at a 
little Diſtance from them a Slave murder'd. He re- 
turn'd with an Account of what he had diſcover'd 
to his Miſtreſs, who, with all her Train, moving 
towards this diſmal Spectacle, order d ſome of 
them to releaſe the Gentlemen; which as ſoon as 
they were, and they approach'd to pay their 
Acknowledgments, ſhe immediately knew one of 
them fo be Gaſper. The Sight of him made her 
almoſt repent her Charity ; and ſhe turn'd away 
as unable to endure the Sight of a Perſon who 
had ſo greatly wrong d her; which he perceiving, 
and perfectly ſenſible of the Cauſe, cry'd out, 
Stay, deareſt Cleomelia, nor condemn me till you 
know the Truth, I doubt not but I have been 
repreſented to you as Perſon unworthy of your 
Regard; but here, continued he, pointing to his 
Friend, is a living Witneſs that I have never 
injur'd you in the Manner you imagine. I will 
hear nothing, anſwer'd ſhe, I neither will believe 
you innocent, nor wiſh to find you ſo. Then 
L am curſt indeed, reſum'd he, yer ſhall you 
hear my Story, or I will prove my Truth in 
Tears of my Heart's Blood. As he fpoke this, the 
Perſon who accompanied him taking her by the 
Hand, oblig'd her with a half Reluctance to turn 
back; and as ſoon as ſhe was, I will not Ma- 
dam, ſaid Gaſper, ſighing, preſume to wound 
your Ears with Accents, which I find have loſt 
all their Force to move you; — My Friend 
here, who is a Perſon wholly unprejudic'd, ſhall 
relate the Truth. He had no ſooner finiſh'd theſe. 
Words, than he fat down at the Foot of the 
Rock, and the Gentleman fulflPd his Requeſt 
in theſe Terms. „„ 
Since, Madam, ſaid he, you are that Cleomelia, 
ok whom I have heard the enamour'd Gaſper 
| ſpeak with ſo much Tenderneſs, I wonder not 
„„ MP you 


. x ĩ ĩ ͤ 
Jou ſeem aſtonifh'd and diſpleas'd at his Preſence, 
when he appears under ſuch Diſadvantages as ill. 
judging Fame has dreſt him in: But, Madam, be 
aſſur'd the Report of his Marriage is as falſe as 
Heaven is true: When on his Travels in Spain, 
unkowing of the Cuſtoms there, he behav'd with 
more Freedom to the Wife of a Citizen than 
was conſiſtent with the natural Jealouſy of the 
Men to endure, or the Women to receive, with- 
out expecting ſomething more from the Perfon 
who treats them with it than bare Gallantry : It 
Was ſo at leaſt with Donna Flora; for ſo is this 
Lady call'd, whoſe Lover he was reputed, and 
imagining herſelf belov'd by Gaſper, thought ſhe 
would not be ungrateful for the Deference 
be paid her, and by Accident diſcovering her 
Husband had a Deſign to have him aſſaſſinated as 
he came home one Evening, (the uſual Way of 
retaliating an Injury, ſuch as he ſuſpected had 
been done him,) ſhe ſent him private Notice of | 
it, only entreating him, in Recompence of her 
Kindneſs, to let her know to what Place he ſhould 
retire for a particular Reaſon, which ſhe would if. 
hereafter let him know. If to oblige a Lady, who 
at that time deſerv'd no other than Good of him, 
be a Fault, he is indeed blameable? for he com- 
ply'd with her Requeſt, tho' I dare ſwear at that 
time he was far from ſuſpecting the Cauſe for 
which ſhe made it: He has often told me nothing 
#þ# could equal his Surprize, when one Night a La- 
| | dy deſiring to ſpeak with him, as ſoon as ſhe was 
| introduc'd, diſcover'd herſelf ro be Donna Flora, 
| who telling him, that unable to endure her Hus- 


' band's ill Uſage on his Account, ſhe had fled from 
him, and having ſome Friends in Bengali, of which 
Country ſhe had heard he was, entreared he 
would undertake the Protection of her till he 
ſhould go thither, and that then ſhe would ac- 
Company 


3 „ 
company him. Donna Flora is young, witty, and 
perfectly agreeable in her Converſation, and had 
_ voluntatily forſaken all for his Sake 1 what could 


he do leſs than accept? She. beg'd him to take 
Care of her; to have return'd to her Husband\, 
had been to run on his Stilletto; Friends ſhe had 
none who would receive her after ſuch an Elope- 
ment; he was her onlyRefuge, and you muſt own 
it had been unmanly in him to have thrown her 
off, expos'd to Miſeries which you, knowing nor 
theManners of that Nation, can have no Notion of, 
In fine, hereceiv'd her; they liv'd together; but 
the Place they were in being too publick they 
retir'd to another, which ſeem'd more ſecure : 
From thence in Confidence of my Friendſhip he 
_ writ. to me, which I extremely rejoyc'd in, be- 
cauſe I had juſt then receiv'd a Letter from his 
Father, commanding his Return, and acquainting 
him that Heartlove was out of any Danger from 
the Wounds he had given him: I let him know 
J. What had happned, on which he embark d im- 
mediately, accompany'd by Donna Flora: Since 
When heard nothing of him, till about a Year 
after ſome Buſineſs calling me to Lisbon, ſaw 
them both there; ſhe paſs'd there for his Wife; 
the Reaſon of which he told me was to avoid 
the Perſecutions of the Clergy ; I ask'd him 
ho it happen'd that I found him in Portugal, the 
Ship he went in being bound for Bengall; but 
he reply d, that being driven there by Streſs 
of Weather, he had remain'd there to lee 
the Curioſities of the Place, having little Incli- 
nation to return Home, where the Idea of Cle 
melia loſt, would be perpetually diſturbing his 
Repoſe; he expreſs'd his utmoſt Diſcontent with _ 
His Father, who was the original Cauſe of all 
His Misfortunes, by compelling him to appear 
falſe to one ſo dear - him: To Revenge _ 
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ſelf on that unjuſt Parent, and alſo to get rid 
of Donna Flora, Whoſe Society he now grew weary 
pf, he {cnt her to Bengall with Letters of Credit to 
his Friends, and an Entreaty to Favonius to receive 
her as a Daughter; which he knew would be the 
moſt galling Vexation imaginable to his cove- 
tou, Diſpoſition : Soon after ſhe was gone, ſome 
Chance bringing a Family from Bengall to ſettle 
at Lisbon, he was by them inform'd that Heart 
love was dead; that Tidings giving him Room to 
hope you might poſſibly be here, made him re- 
ſolve to take Shipping; but the Conſideration, 
that if it were ſo, his Intrigue with Donna Hora 
would make him ſeem the moſt guilty Wretch 
imaginable, he never ſuffer'd me to reſt till I 
conſented to accompany him to be a Witneſs 
of the inviolable Affection his Soul has ever paid 
you: We no ſooner Landed, than we heard you 
had been arriv'd ſome Months before us; at 
which joyful Tidings the tranſported Gaſper, not 
ſtaying for the unloading his Baggage, nor to 
take the leaſt Refreſhment, would needs go di-— 
rely to the City; pailing thro' this Plain, which 
he ſaid was the neareſt Way, we were met by Rob- 
bers, who took what Money we had about 
us, and left us in the manner you ſaw. - 
Thus ended Ferdinando de Gonzo his Relation: 
To which Cleomelia made very little Reply; but 
turning to Gaſper, There are ſome Reaſons, ſaid 
ſhe, which render it improper I ſhould carry here 
any longer, pleaſe to attend your Father, and to 
Morrow you ſhail here from me. With theſe 
Words ſhe lean'd on one of her Slaves and walk'd 


ſo haſtily away, that in the Condition they were 


in with their Wounds, it was impotuble for them 
to over-take her. She was no ſoo:1er-gone, than 
by the Advice of his Friend, tic went to the 
_ Houle of Favonius, who, thu' his RE: 


1 
him made him rejoyce in his Return, he cou d 
not ſee him without ſeverely upbraiding him 
on the Score of Donna Flora ; but he ſoon unde- 
ceiv'd him as to the Point of his Marriage with 
her; but when Favonius in his Turn acquainted 
him with what had happen'd, and as that of 
the moſt Conſequence to him, the Marriage of 
Cleomelia with Conrade, that unhappy Lover was 
ready to die with Grief and Vexation, in the 
Reflection that he was wretched only by his own 
Folly. The next Day, according to Promiſe, ſhe 
ſent him a Letter which contain'd theſe Lines. 


To GAs ER. 


„Need not tell you that Iam married; I am 
« certain by this time you are inform'd of 
&« it, and it is therefore of no Conſequence in 
e what manner I judge of your late Proceed- 
"<< ings; the Reaſon that I ſend this, is both to 
ee keep my Promiſe, and to deſire you will take 
« as much care to ſhun my — as I ſhall 
« do to avoid yours; it being utterly improper 
„ we ſhould ever meet again, tho' I am as 
« much as my Circumſtances will admit 

Your well wiſher, 


CLEOMELIA. 


To go about to give any Deſcription of his 
Deſpair, wou'd be in vain ; I ſhall therefore only 
ſay, that it was without all Bounds ; he writ, 
he went, did all that the Wit of Mortal Man 

-Cou'd invent, to engage her to permit him olle 
Interview, but all was inefftetual;: — She had 
_ however the Satisfaction to hear that he had en- 
tirely clear'd himſelf of the pretended Marriage, 
and that Donna Hora did not greaily inſiſt — | 


the Title he had permitted her to wear, but ha- 
ving an Offer in which ſhe promis d herſelf an 
Advantage, — ſubmitted to be call'd the 
forſaken Miſtreſs of Gaſper, that ſhe might be 
in Reality the Wife of an old Merchant who 
was extremely rich. This Affair over, the diſ- 
conſolate Gaſper, not able to continue in a Place 
where Cleomelia was, yet be deny'd the Bleſſing 
of ſeeing her, obtain'd Leave of his Father to 
ſettle in England, taking with him the little Son 
he had by Cleomelia. But ſee the Strange Revo- „ 
lutions of Fate! he had not been gone from Bengal! 
three Months, before Intelligence arriv'd, that 
Captain Conrade had been ſunk in the Quick 
Sands. Now was the fair Subject of this Hiſtory 
__ at Liberty to purſue her unchanging In- 
clinations, and be juſt to her firſt Vows, She 
made all poſſible Speed to diſpoſe of her Effects, 
and having turn'd all into Caſb and Bills, em- 
3 for England, where in due time ſhe fafely 
arriv'd. ON 
With what a Torrent of overpowering Joy 
was ſhe receiv'd by the ſtill amorous Gaſper, 
how vaſt was the Joy on both ſides, when after 
ſo many Difficulties and Interruptions in their 
mutual Wiſhes, they at laſt conſummated them 
tothe utmoſt Height in a happy Marriage, which 
was lately ſolemniz'd with a Splendor becom- 
ing of their Love and Conſtancy, and which 
in all Probability will give them a Happineſs 
as durable as Life. * 
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the beft Diſpoſer. 


N the Metropolis of Spain's extenſive Realm, 
vas a Lady whole extravagant Beauty ren- 
der'd herthe general Admiration of all who beheld 
her; her Father Don Giffardo was never at Reſt for 
the daily Sollicitations that were made him on her 
Account; but having a very material Reaſon for not 
diſpoſing of her in Marrige, till his Son who was 


LL employ'd in a publick Negociation to a Foreign 


Court ſhou'd return, to prevent her from entring 
into any Engagements contrary to his Will, and to 
eaſe himſelf of the fruitleſs Addreſſes with which he 


Was daily importuned, he ſent her privately to a 


Kinſwoman's Houſe at Andaluſia, defiring ſhe 


might be kept there conceal'd till he ſhould. 


order her Return. 1 
The young Beauty obey'd without Reluctance, 
as knowing this Baniſhment proceeded not from 
want of Tenderneſs, but the contrary, Don Gif 
| fardo had in his Youth been guilty of ſomething 
which had rendred him obnoxious to the Govern- 
ment, on which he was apprehended, his Goods 


confiſcated, and but with great Intereſt obtain'd his 
Life; he had then a little Son to whom the Duke 


De Alva being Godfather, the Interceſſion of that 
great Man obtain'd for the Infant the forfeited 
Lands of his unhappy Father, on Condition that 


he ſhou'd be educated under his Care, and hold 


no Correſpondence with Giffardo; the Duke pro- 
mis'd all that was requir'd of him, and ſent him 


to receĩve the firſt Rudiments of Literature at Rome, 


where he profited ſo much that at his Return 


he was applauded by all who examin'd into the 


| Progreſs he had made; from thence the Des 
Ws >, 1 
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ſent him to Travel ; he madethe Tour of Europe, 


and brought with him from every different Court 
he viſited, ſome Embelliſhment of Learning or 
Behaviour peculiar to the place: — In fine, 
there cou'd not be a more accompli ſh'd Cour- 


tier; his noble Patron was fo infinitely ſatisfied 


with what he had done for him, that he car- 


ry'd him to ki(s the King's Hand, and that Mo- : 


narch rook ſo. great a Fancy to him, that he 
was pleas'd to tell him, the Appearance of the Son 
had almoſt eras'd the Memory of the Father's 
Faults; he cou'd not however prevailon the Duke 


to gratify that filial Tenderneſs which fill'd him 


with a Deſire of ſeeing his Parents; all that he 
cou'd do, was to obtain Permiſſion to allow him 
part of the Eſtate for his Subſiſtance. The 
Duke being engag'd in the Low Countries, Don 
Henriques, for that was the Name of this accom- 
pliſh'd young Gentleman, attended him during 

is Reſidence there, and was afterwards employ'd 
by him in an Embaſly to the Prince of Parma. 
In all this time he had never ſeen either of his 
Parents, nor a Siſter who was born after his Father's 
| Difgrace, and who is the ſame whoſe Adventures 
are the Subject of this Hiſtory. Don Giffardo 
therefore had good Reaſon not to match his 
Daughter till the Return of the Son, in whoſe 
Power only it was to give her a Dowry, which 
might entitle her to a Settlement ſuitable to her 
Birth; and from the Sweetneſs of whoſe Diſpoſi- 
tion and natural Affection, he had juſt Cauſe to 
expect ſhe wou'd be taken Care of, in a manner 
becoming her Deſerts, and the Siſter of ſo great 
a Man as the Duke's Intereſt had now made Don 


Henrique. There were ſeveral whoſe Paſſion for 


her was diſintereſted enough to engage them 
to look on her poſſeſſion as a ſufficient Treaſure ; 


but Don Giffardo had not loſt the Greatnefs of his 


Spirit 


, —ͤ— Woe 
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© Spirit with his Eſtare, nor cou'd conſent bis Daygh- 


ter ſhould beg oblig'd to the Love of any Man who 
'twas pollible might afrerward have upbraided hex 
with che Misfortunes of her Father, and her ow 

want of a Portion. He infus'd theſe Notions allo 


into the Mind of the young Emilia, and ſhe ha- 
= as yet no particular Fancy for any ot. 
E 


thole who had addreſſed her, was perfectly caly 
at retiring from their Courtſhip, and took Leave 
of Madrid, without any Expectations of returning 
till her Brother ſhould find a Husband for her. | 
With a Heart entirely free, and a Mind fall of 
Tranquility did ſhe arrive at Andaluſia; but alas ! 
ſhe too ſoon found there, what not all the Sol- 
licitations of the adoring Crowd cou'd at Ma- 
drid inſpire her wich. It being the time af Car- 
nival when ſhe came to this Relation's Hauſe, the 
good Lady was willing to give her what Diverſion 
ſhe cou'd, in lieu of thoſe more pompous ones ſhe 
had left behind her, and therefore permitted her 


to enjoy all the Freedoms chat Seaſon allow'd with 


only one Reſtriction, which was that whoever, ta- 
king the Liberty of the Time, ſhould happen to 
addreſs her, ſhe ſhould with the utmoſt Care con- 


ceal her real Name, and go by that of Hiorella: 


This ſhe promis'd ro obey, and indeed did fo with 


: Fidelity which had like to have been fatal to 
her. 3 03 "== 


A Maſquerade happeningto be one of the Diver- 
fions of the Place, ſhe was there accoſted by a 


young Gentleman, at the firſt Sight of whom ſhe 


elt Emotions, ſuch as had till then been Strangers 
to her Soul; ſhe knew not whether ſhe was moſt. 
leas'd or pain'd while he continued talking. to her; 
ut if at any time he turn'd away or {cem'd to 


a addreſs another, ſhe was too well convinc'd which 


of thoſe Pailions had moſt Predominancy in her 


Boſom; but of this ſhe had but ſhort Intervals, he 


appear'd perfectly attach'd 1 and was in truth 
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no lefs enamour'd with her than ſhe with him: 
He entreated her to acquaint him with her Name 
and Place of abode, and begg'd her Permiſſion to 
"I write to her, in Terms ſo moving and ſo graceful, 
1 that ſhe con'd not refuſe him; Love however al- 
ready made her cunning, ſhe knew very well the 
perſon to whoſe Care ſhe was entruſted wou'd not 
permit her to receive or anſwer any Letters, ſhe 
therefore order'd him to leave what he would 
have her read in a great Tree, at the Root of 
which was a little Cavity, where he might eaſily 
conceal the Paper, and ſhe with little Difficulty 
| take it out | | 0 
= Thus was ſhe unadviſedly entring into Meaſures 
| at Andaluſia; which to avoid, ſhe had been ſent 
from Madrid; but ſhe was in Love, and who- 
ever is acquainted with that Paſſion, will know 
it allows little Room for Conſideration, eſpecial» 
ly in a Mind ſo young and unexperienc'd as 
hers, She had never ſeen any thing ſo charm- 
ing as Don Berinthus, for ſo he told her he was 
call'd; his Appearance and Behaviour made her 
not doubt but that he was of a Rank equal to 
her own, and ſhe fancied herſelf very far from 
indiſcreet in endeavouring to fix the Affections 
of a Man who ſeem'd ſo worthy of hers, If he 
continues to love me, as Florella ſaid ſhe to her- 
ſelf, and thinks me worthy of his ſerious Addreſles 
While he takes me for no more than a Country 
; Girl, as here 1 paſs for, taken by the Compallion 
of the Woman of this Houſe, how greatly will his 
— — encreaſe when he ſhall know my Birth 
and that I am Siſter to the Man whom all the World 
_ eſteems, and who 1 doubt not but will give me a 
Dowry anſ{werable to the Fortune of this young 
Cavalier, In this manner did ſhe reconcile the 
Suygettions of her Love to Reaſon, and fear'd no- 
thing ſo much as that ſhe ſhou'd not have had 
the Power to make an Impretkon on him ſuffici- 


Coq 
ent to engage him to write, The firſt thing ſhe. 
did was to $0 to the Tree appointed for the Re- 
poſitary of the Declarations ſhe expected him to 
make ; but finding nothing there but Dirt and Moſs, 

ſhe return'd home ill ſatisfied with her own Charms. 
A few Hours after ſhe went again, but was then 
made Reparation for her former Diſappointment, 
8 The welcome Paper was now left, which 
taking out with an impatient Tranſport, ſhe found 
it contain'd theſe Lines. 8 


To the Charming F LORELLA. 


OW diffident is Love! with what unſpeaka- 
ble Inquietudes have I paſt this Night in che 
Apprehenſions that J ſhould not have been able to 
Create in you the leaſt Propenſity to favour me 
with that Converſation your good Humour laſt 
Night made me hope, nay, I have even fear'd you 
wou'd not retain in Memory that Promiſe or Ap» 
pointment Which I receiv'd from your own Hea- 
venly Mouth, and that this Letter will lie buried 
in the Concave of the Tree, and never be ſo bleſt 
as to kiſs your Hands; — Yet ſhould you, I ſay, 
be ſo cruel as (by Heavens 1 cannot, will not, 
nay dare not, think you can) to let it lie forlorn 

and neglected, believe its Author muſt ſoon be laid 
much lower, no more alaſs| to riſe, if not inſtantly 
(by you) commanded to live, = Yes, my Charmer, 

ort as our Acquaintance is, my Love for you 
is already ſo twiſted with the — of Life, 
that when one breaks, the other mult diſſolve: 
hl then continue to nouriſh both with Hope, 
— Give me ſome Demonſtration that I am not 
hated by you, and permit me to imagine that my 
conſtant Services in time may riſe me to ſome little 
Degree in your more tender Wiſhes, I (hall, with 


an Impatience proportion d to my Palſion, watch 
Ih L 1 the 
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cn 
the happy Tree, which 1 ſhall bleſs if in its Trunk 
I find an Anſwer to thefe Love-diQated, tho' inco- 


herent, Lines; Oh believe me to be much, much 


more than Words can ſpeak, 
The adorable Florella's 
everlaſting V aſſal, 


BEKINTHUS, 


If you would have me live another Day, defer 
no longer than this Evening the Knowledge of 


any Fate, 


Tho! the Stile of this was indeed paſſionate e- 


nough to content the moſt ambtous Reader, yet 
the tranſported Flre/la thought it much more ſo 


— Did ever Man love to ſo charming an Exceſs, 


cry'd ſhe ; huw blind to my own Happineſs muſt 
1 have been to have deny'd myſelf a Helling ſuch as 
this? Fired with theſe delightful Images did ſhe haſt 
to her Cloſer, and without giving herſelf tinie to 
reflect how dangerous it was to encourage Ad- 
dreſſes of this Nature, too ealily wrote him an An- 
ſwer in the following Terms. 


5 tbe moſt engaging Do x BEA I N- 
THUS. 


T cannot be that you ſhould know fo little of 
4 yourſelf as to imagine any Converſation held 
with you can be forgotten; the Remembranee of 
that we had together kept me awake all Night; 
and I make no Scruple to aſſure you, you obl g 

me to pay a Viſit to the Tree before you came to 


it: The Affection you profeſs for me en- 


gages this Confidence, and 'tis my Opinion, that 
the way to meet Sincerity is to act with it; I 
ſhall lay aſide all thoſe little Decorums of my Sex 
and own that if your Pretenſions are as honours 
able and fervent as they ſeem, I with no 


greater 


Bleſling, 
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Blefling, — The way te convince mo of it, is 


to write frequently; this leaves you no room to 
doubt your Letters are welcome, and a ſpeedy Re- 


oly ftom 1 
OY FLORELLA, 
Having convey d this into the Tree, ſhe fei d 


| to indulge Contemplation with a thouſand Ideas 


prodching Joy, ———— ſhe wou'd not now 
chang'd Condition with an Empreſs, ſo 


fare 


much was ſhe in Love, and ſo aſſur'd was ſhe 


in her own Mind of being belov'd to the great- 
eſt Height that ever Woman was: —— She 
ſtirr'd not abroad that Evening, taking more Pleas 
y_ in thinking of Beriatbus, than all the Diver- 


ions In the World without him cou'd have afford- 


ed. The Night was paſt in much the ſame manner 
as the former, between waking Wiſhes, and delu- 


ding Dreams, und early in the rag, repairing 


to the Tree, found an Addition ro her former 
Raptures by a ſecond Letter, the Contents whereof 
were theſe, YL 


To the moſt n—— of ber Sex, the 
equally good as well as lovely FL o- 
TX) 1TH what Words, O thou divine one! ſhall 

I repay your Bounty; it is hot in my pow- 


er to confer Bleſſings ſuch as I receive ; all I can 
return, is Gratitude and Thanks, 


To what 
Happineſs has your obliging Letter rais'd me; 
I were indeed the moſt unworthy Wretch alive, 
cou'd I be capable of wronging ſo charming a 
Confidence, ——— No, my moſt excellent, my moſt 


adorable Horella, as your Beauty captivared me, ſo 


your Goodneſs confines me your everlaſting Slave, 


Dat yet, — ah! how encroaching is Love! 


— Al- 
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Already favour'd beyond my Hopes, my Ex- 
pectations, or Deſerts, my preſuming Wiſhes ſtill 
covet more and greater Bleſſings; I burn, I languiſh 
with impatient Longings, till from your enchant- 
ing Tongue I hear the Confirmation of what your 
pen declares: I am told a ſecond Maſque- 
rade is intended for to Morrow Night, at the ſame 
Place where firſt I had the Bleſſing of ſeeing and 
adoring you:. Oh! wou'd you favour me 
with a meeting there, how wou'd the Interview 
tranſport me, —— Conſider my Angel that the 
Freedom which the time of Carnival permits, is 
but of a ſhort Duration, and that then enſues Re- 
ſtrictions and Reſtraints ; it will not then be in your | 
Power, perhaps, to afford me the Felicity I beg, |} 
and which is abſolutely neceſſary, not only to my 
Repoſe, but alſo to my Life, — let a dear Man- 
date this Night bring your Conſent to my En- 
treaty, and depend on the eternal Fidelity of 

| Your moſt tender and : © 
moſt pa ſſionately devoted 
BERINTHUS. 


| I need not inform the Reader that ſhe accepted 
this Appointment with as much Willingneſs as 
he entreated it; none can doubt of it who know 


wich how much Pleaſure ſhe embrac'd all Oppor- 


tunities of a Converſation with him. The firſt 
Moment ſhe cou'd ſeclude herſelf from the Obſer- 
vation of the Family, ſhe wrote him this Anſwer 


to his Requeſt, 


Jo the moſt worthy BERINTHUS. 


| FTER the Regard I have confeſt, there 
A is no room for you to doubt I ſhall wil» 
lingly contribute to any Meaſures. which may 
be taken for the Improvement of our Friendſhip : 


——— 
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— CW © 1 
. = TI will not fail to be at the Maſquerade, and 
tho' thoſe hurrying Diverſions. are now grown taſt- 


| leſs to me, and Company a Burthen, yet where 
Berint bus is, I am certain of ſeeing no other Object, 


as your Idea never ſuffers me to be alone, ſo will 


your real Preſence make me blind to that of any 
other Perſon, and tho in the midſt of a Crowd I ſhall 
fancy myſelf alone with you; Farewell, take 
care to burn my Letters, but treaſure up the Kind- 
neſs of them in your Heart, - 
FLORELLA-. 


All this Night was paſt in a 2 Expedcta- 
tion. 80 inconſiderate did her Paſſion 
make her, that ſhe never ſo much as once re- 
flected that there was a Pollibility that Den Be- 
rinthus might take Advantages of her eaſy Com- 
pliance, very much to the Prejudice of her Vir- 
tue, ſhe had indeed no Thought of ill herſelf, 
nor ſuſpected it in him, ſo that one may juſtly 
ſay, that ſhe was guilty of Inadvertency but nv 
more, Lu | 
The Hour appointed for the Maſquerade to be- 
gin, being arriv'd, ſhe was one of the firſt there; 
and her too great Haſte of meeting Berinthus, ma- 
king her prevent the time of his coming, ſhe was 
attack d in a very gay Manner by a young Cava- 
lier. The Vexation ot being compell'd ro ſpeak to 
any other than Berinthus, made her Anſwer him in 
peviſh Terms, which he little regarded, and went ſo 
far as to offer to unmask her, and wou'd have pro- 
ceeded to Rudeneſs if at her offering to fly from 
him as he held her, ſhe had not ſhriek'd out, and 
by that Means drawn ſeveral Perſons who were 
at the other End of the Room to her Alliſtance : 
The Cavalier was reprimanded for abuſing the pri- 
vilege of the Place, bur he being in Liquor was 
not to be pexſwaded, and ſtill perſiſted to treat 
Horella as he had begun, which renewing her Out- 
| | | | cries 

| . 


cy 


cries, Swords were immediately drawn in her De- 


fence, and the Perfon who affronted her compelt'd 


to quit the Room: The Fright iſhe had been in 
however ſeiz d her Spirits in ſuch a manner that 
the fell down in a Sw on in the Middle of che ſſem- 
bly; ber Vizard being taken off to give her Air, 


diſcover'd a Face beautiful enough to excite De- 


tre in the moſt frozen Heart, and make an Anchorite 


aLover; but he chat moſt felt the Effedts ofher Charms 


was Don Alonzo, a Gentleman of great Quality and 
Forrune, buta'Stranger in Andaluſia; he was infi- 
nitely buſy in uſing Means for her Recovery, and 
either by being neareſt to her when ſhe fel 
that the others who ftood by, had Miſtreſſes in 
the Place before whom they fear*d to expreſs any 
particular Concern for the Indiſpoſition of thi 
Beauty, he had the Privilege of ſupporting her 
while in her Fit, and taking care of her when the 


as out of it. She recover'd her Senſes indeed, 


but was ſo weak and diforder'd with the unuſual 
Agitation ſhe had fſuſtain'd, that not all her In- 
clination to ſee Dom, Berinthus cou'd enable her to 
ſtay. Alonzo made a Proffer of his Service to at- 


tend her home, and it being dark, and ſhe with- 


out any Friend to be her Guard, ſhe had a Ne- 


ceſſity of giving ſome Body that Trouble, and 


therefore heſitated not to let him have the Of- 
ice. 


nations than this Alonzo, nor had been accuſtom'd 


to go greater Lengths for the Gratification of them, 


ſo ungovernable were his Deſires that way, that 
hen once rais'd, no Conſiderations were of Force 
to with-hold him from the Purſuit, He was 
fir'd with the Beauties of the fair Florella ; he paſſi- 
onately long'd ro enjoy her, and not being to 
continue long in that Country,'knew he ſhou'd 


not have time to make a formal Courtſhip, or take 


thoſe Meaſures which were neceſſary to prevail on 
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her to comply with his wild Wiſhes; he reſolv'd 


therefore not to loſe the Opportunity which Fortune 


ſeem'd to throw in his Way for the Accompliſh- 
ment of them; and inſtead of carrying her Home, 


he conducted her by private Turnings (which the 
Night and Confuſion ſhe was in made her not ob- 


ſerve, ) to an Inn where he lay during his Stay at An- 


daluſia. She knew nothingof the Deceit he had praCtis'd 
on her, till ſhe found herſelf in a Houſe where ſhe 


Was altogether a Stranger; but when ſhe diſcover'd 
ir, no Words can utter the Terror, the Surprize, 
and Fear which all at once invaded her whole Soul ; 


fain ſhe would have flown, fain by her Shricks 
claim'd the Protection of the People of the Houſe, ' 
but her Agitations were too violent to permit her 


ſhe ſunk motionleſs a ſecond time; which for- 


warding his Purpoſe, he convey'd her by the 
Aſſiſtance of his Servants up a Pair of back Stairs 


| which led to his Chamber, where throwing her 
upon the Bed, and all impatient of further Delays, 


while ſhe was in that Condition, he perpetrated 
his vile Intent, ravag'd each ſweet Charm about 
her, and left her only the Ruins of a Virgin. 
The cruel Rapture was not over before the 
Strength of her Conſtitution or the Violence he 
offer d brought her to herſelf; and too well know- 


ing what had happen'd, it wou'd be necdleſs as 
it wou'd be vain to give any Deſcription of her 


State, —— All that one can ſay, or conceive, of 
Wretchedneſs, was infinitely ſhort of what ſhe 
felt; to be ruin'd in her Honour, undone in her 


Love, made the Prey of a Man whom till that Hour 


ſhe had never ſeen, was tao terrible, and too ſhock- 
ing for Senſe to bear; ſhe fell into Ravings, which to 
ſilence, he was ſometimes oblig'd ro ſtop her Mouth 
with his Handkerchief, till ſhe was almoſt ſtrangled: 
Do, kill me wou'd ſhe cry, as ſoon as ſhe regain'd 


the Power of Speech, IL with not to live after the 


Misfor- 
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Misfortune which has befallen me, and be aſſurd 
that if 1 do, Revenge ſhall be alone my Care. It 
Vas in vain that he endeavour'd by all imaginable 


Expreſſions of 5oftneſs to mitigate her Rage; ſhe 
who was wont to appear all Gentlencſs, now ſeem'd 
a Fury; and he was beginning to conſider by what 
Means he ſhould either calm the Tempeſt he had 
rais'd, or eſcape the Rage of it, not doubting by 
her Behaviour, but ſhe wou'd proclaim the Violence 


he had uſed, the Puniſhment of which he dreaded, 
when one of his Servants whiſpering him in the 


Ear, he left the Room, charging the Fellow to look 
carefully after her, and neither ſuffer her to leave 
the Place, nor offer any Injury to herſelf, as in 
this Diſtraction it was highly probable ſhe wou'd 
attempt to do, | 


The Author of her Misfortune out of Sight, it 
was in ſilent Tears alone that ſhe lamented it 


But long did ſhe not indulge this way; the Vio- 
lence of her Deſpair, before ſhe receiv'd an Inter- 
ruption as ſtrange as at the firſt it was ſhocking, = 


She imagin'd ſhe heard the Voice of Don Berinthus 


arguing with her Undoer in this Manner, By Hea- 
ven, Alon xo, laid he, you will never give over the 
Purtuit of your Madneſs, till ſome irremediable Mis- 
fortune happens, —— Had you by fair Means ſub- 
ducd the Gil, | ſhould not have condemn'd you 


but tro commit a Kape, 'tis baſe, "tis cruel, nor 


know I with what Words to exCafe you. I confeſs, 
replied the other, that l have been (o blame, — But 
prithee joyn with me to bring her to Mode- 


ration, and if it be poilible for mic (GLEfaln, lnever | 
will procced in the like manner more. With theſe 
Words, they both eater'd the Chamber: Bur when 


the ruin'd Maid found that her Lover was comꝭ to 


bea Mines of ber Shame, how mean Was all the. 


had felt before in Compariſon with this, —— She 


wou'd have ſpoke, but Grief and Rage for fome 


time gave her nut the POWer:) He 00 was in liitle 
leſs 


2 Cn = 
leſs Confuſion when he beheld his admir'd Horella 
to be the Perſon raviſh'd by his Friend. Florella, 
is it poſſible ! ſaiqhe, with an Accent wholly com- 
os'd of Softneſs, and at the ſame time running to 
her with an unſpeakable Concern; — Oh revenge 
me, cry'd ſhe, in a faint Voice, revenge me, if you 
ever lov'd me, on that Undoer of my Honour, that 
Ruin of my Hopes, that brutal Raviſher, — Theſe 


2 Words, and the Actions of them, both convinc'd 
Don Alonzo that he had choſe bur an ill Champion 
in his Cauſe, and doubted not but he ſhou'd ſoon 


be call'd to an Account even by him whom he 
expected ſhould have defended bim. Is this Woe 


man then of your Acquaintance, ſaid he, to the 
_ diſtracted Lover: The Miſtreſs of my moſt fond 
Affections, anſwer'd he, and can I ſee her thus 
inſulted, and ruin'd, without Redreſs, the innocent, 
the ſweet Florella, . He was going on, but 
ſhe by this time a little more recover'd, and bent 


on Vengeance, interrupted him in this Manner, no, 
not Florella, cry'd ſhe with an enrag'd Accent, not 
the little Daughter of a Country Farmer as is here 
reported, but Emilia, a Maid of noble Birth and 


Expectations, and Siſter ro Don Henriquez now on 
his Embaſſy to Parma, it is whom you have diſho- 
nour'd and abus'd, —— I will no longer conceal 


myſelf, but by proclaiming who I am to all the 
World, find ſome at leaſt whom partial Friendſhip 
will not render Deaf co my Entreaties : —— A 
Peal of Thunder looſning the Poles, and threatning 


the whole Univerſe with Deſolation, cou'd not have 
caus'd a greater Shock in thoſe who heard them 


he who had declar'd himſelf ſo paſſionate a Lover 
now ſtarted from her Arms in wild Amazement ; 


Alonzo look'd confounded and aghaſt, and even 


the attending Servants ſeem'd confus'd and terri- 
fy'd for the Event of this Diſcovery. Emilia, for 
we ſhall call her Flerella no more, perceiving the 


Amaꝛzement ſke had occaſion d, and believing it not 
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to the Diſadvantage of her - Deſign, tho' far from 


gueſſing at the real Cauſe, reſum'd her Menaces 


in this manner; Yes Wretch, ſaid ſhe, to Don Alon- 
Zo, that Brother, that Henriquez, will ſhortly return 


to Spain, and will revenge a Siſter thus undone, 
thus treated like the vileſt, —— He muſt, nor will 
impatient Honour longer be delay d, cry'd he, 


whoſe Love ſhe had depended on for the Vindi- 


cation of her Cauſe ; come Alonxo, continued he, 
drawing his Sword, tis needleſs to repeat our Cauſe 
of Quarrel, nor can you expect any other Favour 


from my Hands than this. I cannot, reply d the other; 


yet hold Henriquex, you know it is not that I fear 


to fight, but conſcious of the Wrongs I have done 


to fair Emelia, in Juſtice to her, and to the Friend- 
ſhip which long has been between us, I offer an 
Attonement more honourable than my Blood,. 
A holy Prieſt ſhall, if you both conſent, this Moment 


give a Sanction to the Joys I but by Force have 


natch'd. Had ſhe not, reſum'd the other, been blaſted 


by your brucal Violence, ſhe had been worthy of 


Alonz,o's Bed, great as he is in Power and vaſt Poſ- 
ſeſſions, nor ſhall ſhe become the Bride of Piry or 


Contempt. By Heaven I mean not fo, cry'd Alonzo, 
her Birth, her Beauty, and our- Friendſhip forbid 


a Thought ſo injurious ro them all ; I will 
adore her, love her, and if ſhe can pardon what is 
paſt, look on the firſt Moment of my ſeeing her 
as the happieſt of my Life. They had ſome far- 
ther Converſation to the ſame Purpoſe, during which 


the fierce Convullions of Surprize, rofind the Perſon 


ſhe had taken for her Lover, and call'd Berintbus, 
to be her Brother, prevented her from giving any 
Interruption to what they ſaid, till Don Henriquex 
approaching her, and at the ſame time Alo, xo falling 


on his Knees before her; What ſay you Sitter, cry'd 
the former, can you forgive this Penitent? I am 
ſo confounded, an{wer'd ſhe, that I: know not what 


to ſay: But if you wou'd cale me of Part of the Aſto- 
a EE: niſhment 
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niſhment which deſtroys my Reaſon, inform me 
by what ſtrange Adventure you came to Andaluſia, 
or why deceiv d me by a fictitious Name? The Ap- 
prehenſions, refum'd he, What might be the Iſſue 
of that Falacy, tho' paſt, are ſhucking to my Soul. 
—o But to comply with your Requeſt, know, that 
paſſing from Parma by Sea, a violent Storm Ship- 
wrack'd our Veſlel, and I know not if any but 
Alonzo and myſelf eſcap'd the Fury of the Waves. 
| — All our Effects being loſt, exc+pr ſome Bills 
of Exchange he had in a Pocket-book, whoſe Scal- 
skin Cover preſerv'd it unſtain'd by che Water, he 
advis'd me to come to And:ilufi:, where the Mer- 
chant on whom they are drawn has his Reſidence, 
Not appearing in a manner becoming of 
my Poſt, made me conceal my real Name under 
that of Berinthus, which I deſign to bear till my 
Sexvants and Equipage, which I have ſent for from 
Madrid, ſhouldarrive, - This was the only Reaton why 
you diſcover'd not your Brother; and had not this 
Accident happen'd to bring us to cach otters Know- 
ledge, how wretched and how guilty might we 
have become by a miſtaken Tenderneſs. 
There ceas'd Henrique: And the diſconſolate 
Emilia ſigh'd at the Remembrance of what might 
have happened, had they remain'd ignorant of 
each other; bur recollecting herſelf as well as ſhe 
cou'd, ſhe related to her Brother the Cauſe of her 
concealing her Name, and the Fear her Father was 
in, leaſt ſhe ſhould diſpoſe of herſelf before his 
Arrival. This mutual Eclairciſement being paſt, Don 
Alonzo, with all the ſoft Submiſſions that Love and 


penitence cou d inſpire, entreating her Forgivenels, | 


and that ſhe wou d permit him to make what 
Reparation was in his power, — Don Henri- 
quez, ſeconded his Sallicitations in ſo ſtrenuous a. 
manner, that ſhe, who had always reſolv'd to follow 
the DireRions of this dear Brother before ſhe ſaw 
him, cou'd no longer refuſe her Conſent, and in- 
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deed the Quality, Eſtate and Perſonal perfections 
of Don Alonzo, might have entitled him to far great- 
er Expectations than he could have in the Daugh- 
ter of Giffardo, even before the Confiſcation of his 
Lands. | . 15 „„ 
This Rape therefore which had the Appearance 
of the moſt terrible Misfortune that Female Virtue 
cou'd ſuſtain, by the ſecret Decrees of Deſtiny, 
prov'd her greateſt Good, fince by it ſhe was not 
only deliver'd from that manifeſt Danger of In- 


ceſt ſhe was falling into, but alſo gain'd a Hus- 


band, who, ſerting aſide that one Foible of giving 
too great a Looſe to his amorous Deſires, which 
afterwards he very much redtiſied, was one of 
the braveſt and moſt accompliſh'd young Nobleman 


The CarRiciovus LoveR; 


or, no trifling with a Wo- 
—_— : 


$ ALISTA was the ſhining Beauty of all Caſtile 3 
her Parents dying when ſhe was very young, 


left her the ſole Heireſs of great poſſeſſions, and 


her vaſt Fortune join'd to her perſonal Accompliſh- 
ments, made her the general Deſire of as many 


as had any Pretenſions to Succeſs ; but of all that 


made their Court, there was none who had the 
Secret to pleaſe her, but the Cavalier Montavo ; ſhe 
found a particular Charm in his Converſation which, 


in ſpire of her Efforts, inclin'd her in his Favour ; | 


and tho* ſhe look'd on an Exceſs of Paſſion as the 


direct Enemy of Tranquility, and ſtruggled to re- 


pel the ſoft Invader with all her Might, yet the 
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God of tender Wiſhes took Poſſeſſion of her Soul, 
and when once there, became a very Tyrant. 

Montano had, indeed, ſufficient to excuſe the wot 
paſſionate Regards; he had Birth, Fortune, Honour, 
and good Nature; and as to the Charms of his Per- 
fon, they were ſuch as few con'd equal and 
none exceed ; it was not therefore becauſe ſhe lov'd 
and preferred him to all others, that ſhe condemn'd 


herſelf, but becauſe ſhe lov'd him with a Paſlion 


which would not ſuffer her to know a Moment's 
Peace; if in his Company, ſhe labour'd under the 
moſt cruel Reſtraint that cou'd be, leaſt ſome un- 
garded Look or Action ſhould betray to him a Fund- 
neſs which ſhe thought unbecoming the Modeſty 
of her Sex ; and ifabſent from him, ſhe was incapa- 
ble of reliſhing the Pleaſures of any other Society; 


her greateſt Art was in affecting a Chearfulnels 


Which ſhe cou'd not feel without him. 

As ſhe was enamour'd to this immenſe Degree, 
Montano was not leſs ſo, and tho' his Unealinciles , 
were of another kind, yet they were equally tor- 
menting; the exccihive Fears of not being luv'd by 
her in the manner he wiſh'd to be, kept him from 
knowing his Happineſs, and blinded him to that 
Which ail the World befides himſelf with Ee per- 
ceiv'd: - The Caution ſhe made uſe of iu her 
Behaviour to him, he took for the EtteRs of a 1cal 
Indifference; and tho' ſhe had on his Account diſ- 
carded all others who made pretenſions to her, 
and had made him a kind of Promiſc to marry 
with no other Man, yet was he not contented; 
he imagin'd he was indebted for the Condeſcenti- 
ons he receiv'd from her, only to her Pity, and had 
ſomething ſo nice and over delicate in the Love 
he had for her, that he cou'd not conſent to be 
bleſt in the Poſſeſſion of her, without being aſcer- 
tain'd ſhe would alfo- feel the ſame Degrees of 
Pleaſure, ——= One thing which contributed to 
make him wretched was, that which moſt other 


Lovers 


Cn - 


Lovers would have look'd on as the greateſt Hap- 
pineſs, the little Propenſity he found in her to 
Jealouſy ; he cou'd not believe, that Love could 


arrive to any great Height in a Heart incapable 
of harbouring that other Paſſion, and wou'd have 
bleſt his Fate to have diſcover'd in her Behaviour 
towards him, any of thoſe ſuſpicious Enquiries, 
watching where he went, or railing at all Wo- 
men he ſpoke well of, — She loves me not tis 


plain, wou'd he often cry to himſelf, ſhe regards 


not what I do, nor to whom I carry my Addreſſes; 
her Readineſs to believe all I ſay to her, convinces 
me ſhe is wholly indifferent if it be ſincere or not, 
——— Ah! how unhappy am I in not being able 
to inſpire her with a Tenderneſs more ſublime, ' 


It was With theſe Chimeras he not only tormen- 


ted himfelf, but her, for waliing for a more full 


Confirmation of her Love before Marriage, and not 


preſſing the Accompliſhment of the Promiſe ſhe had 
made him, fill'd her with mortal Agonies; ſhe not 
only believ'd him indifferent and unkind, but thar 


the Profeſſions he had made her tended rather to 
Diſhonour than the contrary. This Imagination in- 
creaſing her Reſerve, encreaſed alſo his Jealouſy of 


her Love, and both deceiv'd by theſe Ideas, had 
Minds which none wou'd envy either the Poſſeſſion 
of. Caliſto ſuffer'd no leſs from Pride than Love, 
when ſhe reflected on the Condeſcenſions ſhe had 
made a Man who took ſo little Advantage of them; 


and by affecting a haughty Scorn whenever he 


approach'd her, confirm'd him in the Belief more 
than ever, that inſenſible of Tenderneſs herſelf, ſhe 
in private laugh'd at that ſhe found in him. 

Almoſt diſtracted with theſe ſelf-form'd Ills, he 
reſolv'd ſome way or other to be ſatisfy'd of the 

Reality of her Sentiments, and that he might be ſo, 
_enter'd into Meaſures ſo extravagant that they wou'd 


be incredible, had not the fatal Conſequence made 
too great a Npiſe in the World, not to leave many 


living 


[ 


c 


3 


therefore only ſay, t | 
even toDeath to preferve the Decorum of her Sex, 
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living, Witneſſes of them. — Dear as he priz'd her 
Preſence, he forc'd himſelf to refrain viſiting her 
for ſeveral Days; each of which he took Care to 
appear at ſome publick Diverſion, and to have thoſe 


Perſons with him whom he knew wou'd bring her 
an Account, that ſo ſhe might be aſſur'd it was nei» 

ther Buſineſs nor Indiſpoſition which detain'd him. 
Having acquainted the Reader with what an Ex- 
ceſs of tender Paſſion ſhe was agitated, tis eaſy to 
gueſs the Racks of Thought, which Uſage, ſuch as 
this, from the n we of it, muſt occaſion: I ſhall 
at great as they were, ſhe reſoly'd 


and feign as much as human Nature cou'd, an Inſen- 
ſibility of his Behaviour: This was indeed, (tho 
ſhe was ignorant of it) the ſevereſt Vengeance ſhe 


cCou'd take; for he who had done ſo vaſt a Violence 


to his Inclinations, as to refrain her Preſence, only 
to try how ſhe cou'd ſupport it, wou d have been 
bleſs'd-ro have receiv'd from her ſome Marks of her 


| Reſentment: Had ſhe threatned, reproached, nay 


contriv d the moſt horrid Puniſhment for his ſeeming 
Perjury, he wou'd then have been convinced ſhe 
had been poſſeſs d of an adequate Affection, as her 
Diſregard of it now did, that ſhe had never 


been for him, but as inſenſible of Love, as now 
| ſhe was of Rage. 


Never did two People endure more than did this 
ſelf-rormented Pair; ſhe in the now aſſur'd Belief of 


his Ineonſtancy and Ingratitude, and he in that of 


her Indifference ; yet both perſifting in the ſeveral 


( \ Methods that they had taken, it was little probable 
Pthat either of them ſhou'd arrive at the Knowledge of 


the Truth, or an Eclairciſement be made to the Ad- 
vantage of their mutual Peace. 


Several Days being paſt in this Manner, Montan 
hearing nothing by all the Emiſſaries he cou'd em- 
ploy of Caliſta, but what ferv'd more to confirm him 
in his former Con jectures, grew almoſt diſtracted: 


and 


\ 
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I determin'd to purſue the project he had form'd to 
the utmoſt: He writ her a Letter ; the Contents 
of which are as follow. V 


Jo CATI r. 


As there has been a Treaty of Marriage between 


us, I could not with Honour break off without let- 
ting you know, before the World is appris'd 
of it: I therefore ſend this to inform you, that for 
many Reaſons I am oblig'd to give over my Deſigns 
of marrying at leaſt as yet: I ſhoy'd be ſorry, if I 
believ'd that the Caprice of my Mind in this Affair 


- 


wou'd give you any Concern; but you have always 
behaved with that Indifference, as convinces me 
that you will receive this News with as little Emo» 
tion as I feel in ſending it,—— I wiſh you all Proſ- 
perity with any other Man; and whoever you make 
Choice of, I ſhall neither envy nor diſturb his Tran- 


quility. TR, 
5 MONTANO. 


P. S. I beg you will diſcharge me af ſome fooliſh 
Promiſes I have made you, with the ſame Readineſs 
as I do you of all I have receiv'd. 2 
What became of Caliſto at the Receipt of this! 
the Violence of her Griet at firſt knew no Bounds ; 
he gave a Looſe to Tears and to Impatience: But 
when the ſtreaming Sorrow had had its Courſe, an 
equal Share of Rage ſucceeded ; Pride took its Turn, 
and for ſome Moments found Eaſe in Hate. She 
doubted not but ſhe was forſaken for ſome other; 
and che Levity and Inconſtancy of Montano's Tem- 
per, made him appear as deſpicable in her Eyes, as 
the Inſolence and Rudeneſs of the Manner of his a- 
vouing it, did baſe and unmanly. — She had but 
one conſolatory Thought among a Million of di- 
ſtracted ones, which was that ſhe had never ſhewed 
any of thoſe little Tenderneſſes for him, which Wo- 
men in Love are ſo apt to expreſs to the W of 
their 


e 


their Affections. I have not much Neaſon to 


ſuſpect how wretched his Proceeding makes me, 


cry'd ſhe to herſelf; and whatever I endure, I will 
revent his Triumph that Way. To keep him there- 
ore in this State, ſhe ſat down and prepar'd an An- 
ſwer to his; the Words of which were theſe, 


To MonTano: 


Is cannot ſay that the Receipt of yours gave me 
much Surprize, becauſe as you juſtly obſerve there 
has long been an Indifferency between us, which I 
know cou'd not long endure without terminating in 
a downright Parting. —*Tis much more commend- 
able for us both, generouſly ro avow our mutual 
| Diſlike, than by an inſincere Tenderneſs, endea- 


vour to keep up a Love we cannot feel. Nei- 


ther of us I believe, but may have Engagements 
more pleaſing than we can find in each other, — I 
freely clear you of all Obligations, though I never 
look'd on my ſelf as under any: I had much rather 
you ſhou'd be of the ſame Opinion, than hereafter 
take Occaſion to reproach me; each are therefore 
at Liberty to follow our different Inclinations ; and 
to return the Complement at the Cloſe of yours, 1 
aſſure you, that ſhou'd I ſee the worſt Enemy that 1 
have in Poſſeſſion of Montano, I ſhou'd not envy her 
Happineſs ; nor can.any Thing relating to you di- 
ſturb the Repoſe of _ - 


Never was Diſtraction, never was Deſpair equal 
to that Montano felt at reading this; he fancy'd 
now that he was not only indifferent to Caliſta, bur 
that alſo there was ſome other more happy in her 
Favour ; he curſt his Fate, all Mankind an himſelf, 
for loving a Woman ſo inſenfible, ſo ingrateful. 
In the midſt of theſe Agonies let us leave him for 
a while, and ſee in what Manner ſhe nn, 


— ͤ—Fä— : : 


„ 
Aſter having forc'd herſelf to write Lines ſo di- 
ſtant from her Heart, to prevent any of that Diſcon- 
tent, of which her Soul was full, from appearing in 
her Countenance ; fhe flew out of the Houſe, re- 
ſolving not to be alone a Moment, nor give Way to 
Grief: Whoever, ſaid ſhe, hears of our Separation, 
ſhall alſo hear that I bore it with Unconcern ; and 
the perfidious Montano ſhall be utterly depriv'd of 


the Triumph he expects. I'll die, rather than 


diſcover the leaſt Tittle of that ſhameful Tenderneſs 


which lurks within my Breaſt. How dreadful a 


Thing is it, to be poſſeſs'd at once with Love and 
Pride; thoſe two Paſſions when meeting, are like 
Air and Fire, the one inſtead of vanquiſhing, rather 


enflames the other; yet are they ever at War, ever 


rending with unceaſing Darts the Boſom which gives 
them Entrance, — What Miſery is it to diſſemble 


that which to reveal would give us Eaſe! With what 


Pain are the Sighs kept down, which as they are 
even ready to burſt the Strings which hold the thob- 
bing Heart! With what inexpreſlible Torment are the 
Tremblings of impatient Rage ſuppreſs'd, and the 
Tears of ſwelling Grief, But all this did ſhe 
ſuſtain through the Greatneſs of her Spirir, and 
making a Tour round her Acquaintance, appeared 
mongſt them with a Gaiety which ſurpriz'd all that 
knew of her Engagements with Montano, and that 
the Match was broke off. News which ſhe 
inform'd them of herſelf, to the End that if they 


heard of it by any other Means, they might believe 
it was the Effect of her Choice rather than his Incon- 
ſtancy, not hing being ſo terrible to her as the Word 


+ gy or the Thoughts of becoming an Object 
vv : | 
Gaſpora, a Man of Worth and Fortune, who had long 
deſpair'd in Love of her, and had been diſcarded in 
Favour of Montano.——— The paſlionate Love he 
had for her, not yet extinguiſhed: — Hope rekindled 
the glowing Embers in his Soul, and having — 
8 ner 


n 

her Permiſſion to viſit her, renew'd his Addreſſes 
with a Warmth, which let her to know that her 
Charms had loſt nothing of their accuſtom'd Force. 
| —— She obſerved it with Pleaſure, and inſtigated 
at once with Pride and Revenge againſt the imagin'd 
Inconſtancy of Montano, and her Gratitude for the 
faithful Perſeverance of Gaſpero, ſhe told Gaſpero, 
that her Behaviour to him had been no more than 
a Tryal of his Affection, which ſince ſhe found too 
ſincere for Time, Abſence, or ill Uſage to remove, 
ſhe wou'd that Moment, if he pleas'd, make him 
all the Retributionsin her Power: Tranſported with 
this unexpected Grant, he took her at her Word, 
leaſt Time ſhou'd bring about ſome other Revolu- 
tion as much to the Diſadvantage of his Hopes as 
this had been the contrary; and having obtain'd 
her Conſent for the Celebration of their Marriage 
in private, a Prieſt was immediately ſent for, and 
by the Help of a few myſterious Words, the indiſ- 
ſoluble Knot was tyed: —— [n the Hurry of thoſe 
Agitations which had wrought on her to do this 
Action, ſhe had no Room for Conſideration, nor 
once reflected on what ſhe muſt endure in bringing 


herſelf to the Performance of thoſe Duties requiſite 


to make the State ſhe had enter'd into either felici- 
tous or reputable.— To ſhew Montano and the World 
that ſhe regarded not his Fal ſnood, was all ſhe aim'd. 
at; and having obtain'd this Point, either not 
thought of, or not regarded what her private Lot 


fhou'd be. | 


But in Spite of the Privacy with which theſe 
Nuptials were celebrated, ſome Whiſpers of it were 
ſpread abroad, which the very next Day reach'd the 
Ears of the unfortunate Montano: With what Hor- 
ror he was ſtruck at the bare mention of ſuch a 
"Thing! at firſt he belicv'd it not, may caſily be gueſs'd 

at by thoſe who have been made acquainted with 
the Violence of his Pauion. He now forgot all 


the Reſolutions he had taken to act the Indifferent, 
. and 
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and all at once diſcover'd the raging, the burning, 
and deſpairing Lover. He flew to her Houſe, 

and enquiring for her of her Servants, was by them 

inform'd of the whole Truth, and that ſhe was then 
in Bed with their new Maſter. He had now no 

Power to rave or complain: This unexpected Con- 

 firmation of his irremediable Woe, ſeiz'd on all the 

Faculties of Speech and Motion, and down he fell in 

all | nem ay rel and though they made uſe of 

all the proper Means for his Recovery, was a lon 

Time before he came to himſelf; the firſt Uſe of his 
Senſes, was to entreat he might be permitted to ſee 
Caliſta once more; deſiring them to tell her it ſhou'd 
be the laſt Time he ever would ask either that or any 
other Favour from her, One of them immediately 
complied with his Requeſt, and let her know he 
was there, but concealed the Condition he had been 
in, fearing it might hot be proper to diſcover it be- 
fore the Bridegroom. Cali who was then = riſen 
from Bed, hid much ado to ſtifle the Confuſion ſhe 
was in to hear of a Viſiter ſo unlook'd for, and at 
this Time ſo much unwiſh'd for; but ſummonin 

all her Reſolution to her Aid; I cannot think ſaid 
ſhe, what Motive can induce him to come here, but 
ſince he is, tell him that I am married, and that If 
he has any Buſineſs to communicate to me, he muſt 
ſpeak it before Gaſpero, without whoſe privacy and 

Partnerſhip, I ſhall liſten to nothing: Ihe Servant 

return'd to Montano With theſe Commands. I deſire 

no other, . this diſconſolate Lover, what 1 

have to reveal, not only this happy Husband, but 

all the World may be Witneſs of. „„ 

With this he was conducted to a magnificent dining 

Room, where ſat the Bride and Bridegroom on a 


Couch, his Arm about her Walt, and one of hers 


about his Neck; her Head careleſly reclin'd on his 
Boſom, and all her Features dreſt in the ſofteſt Lan- 
guiſhments of Love. — Caliſta having put herſelf 
in this Poſture on Purpoſe to convince him that — | 


debonaire Montano. She had no more the Power 
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tha had done for her new Choice, was the Effect of 
ove, | | | * 

What a Sight was this for the deſpairing Moyrano, 
and what an Horror did the View of him create in 
her | when ſhe beheld him enter the Room, not as 
ſhe imagin'd gay, inſulting, and with a careleſs Air, 
but trembling, pale and ghaſtly; more like the 
Ghoſt than, real Subſtance of the once bright and 


of counterfeiting, but ſtarting from the Place ſhe 
had been in, ran to a Window to conceal her Diſ- 
orders, and wait the Iſſue of this Adventure; while 

he addreſſing himſelf in common to her and to Gaſ« 
pero. I come not ſaid he, you happy Lovers, to in- 


terrupt your mutual Felicity, but to wiſh you a 


long Continuance of thoſe Joys you are at preſent in 
Poſſeſſion of; for you Don Gaſpero, continued he turn- 
ing to him, may you ever,bebleſt in the poſſeſſion 
of that Tenderneſs you alone have, had the Power of 
2 in the Soul of the too adotfble Caliſta, 
And as for you, Madam, all that the undone Montano 
has to beg, Is, that you wou be pleas'd to remem- 
ber, it is to his releaſing you of thoſe Engagements 
you once made to him, that you owe the Power of 
accompliſhing your Dees, This may deſerve ſome 


little Gratitude; and make you think more kind» 


ly of him after Death than ever you cou'd in Life; 
and becauſe the Sight of my Miſeries may ſometime. 
or other give you Fain, I thus put it out of my Pow- 


er ever to be troubleſome again. - As he ſpoke 


theſe Words, he drew his Sword, and threw him- 
ſelf upon it with ſo incredible a Force and Speed, 
that Geri, tho' he came immediately to him, had 
neither the Power of preventing the fatal Blow, nor 
the Surgeons of Hopping the Torrent of Blood which 


iſſucd from it: He died within an Hour, but had 


the Satisfaction of pe ceiving in his Death, what 
in hi, Life he could never be convinced of, the real 
and ardent Affection of his beloy'd Caliſta ; 2 


(on - 

| leſs now of the Condition ſhe had enter'd into, or of 
What her Husband might think of her Behaviour, 
ſhe threw- herſelf upon his bleeding Body, confeſs'd 
ſhe never lov'd but him, ſwore to die with him: 
He in Return related the Reaſons of his ſeeming 
Falſhood ; and never was there a Scene ſo ſad an 
Pitty-moving, as that between theſe two faithful, 
but unhappy Lovers, made ſo only by the too great 
Delicacy of the Pallion of the one, and miſtaken. 
Pride of the other, „ 

After the Death of Montano, to the Extremity 
of Deſpair and Grief did the unfortunate Caliſta 
abandon herſelf; and Gaſpero finding that he had 
been made but the Property of her Revenge for the 

| * Infidelity of Montano, growing cool in his 
Affections, and taking but little Pains to conſole her, 
ſhe fell into a languiſhing Diſeaſe, which, in a few 
Months ſent her to enjoy with her ador'd Montano 
in another World that Felicity, which their ill Fate 
deny'd them to be Partakers of in this. 
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